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The Book of Gems. The Poets and Artists of Great Britain. Edited 
by S. C. Ha. 


This “ Book of Gems” may be fairly looked upon as a constellation of 
all that is brilliant in English literature, attended by a reflection of much 
that is most beautiful in British art. The editor has made a selection 
from the British poets, from Chaucer down to Prior, of the most charac- 
teristic and the most prized of their strains, avoiding as much as he could 
all pieces that, by being generally in men’s mouths, or in quotations in 


their works, have thus attained to a common-place that is so glorious. Of 


the value of such a collection it would be tautologous in us to speak; 
but we are bound to say that it is as ample as it is judicious. It con- 
tains more than three hundred closely printed pages, in a small, but 
beautifully clear type ; and, when we consider that every individual con- 
tribution is, as it truly claims to be, a gem, the extreme value of the pub- 
lication may thence be inferred. Nor will its moral effects be a little be- 
neficial. This splendid work will circulate largely, we should rather say, 
universally among the aristocracy, the youth of which, from having it 
placed within their reach, cannot fail to obtain juster views of what true 
poetry ought to be, and thus a sterling taste will be generated, bad mo- 
dern verse be properly estimated, and the good, at length, justly valued. 
There are rich mines of thought in the elder poets, so rich indeed, that it 
is hardly to the interest of modern writers to make them generally known. 
These giants of former days were first in the fields of literature ; strong 
was the arm that reaped, and rich the harvest that fell before it. In the 
mere graces of expression, they could boast of a richness and a harmony 
that may well compete with the best recent poetry. The selection from 
the works of the British arts, is necessarily much more limited. All, 
however, that is offered to the public is good. The various engravers 
have beautifully caught the spirit of the paintings placed before them, 
and evince a perfection of the art that a few years ago we could hardly 
have thought to be attainable. When the blaze of a glorious diadem is 
placed before our eyes, we cannot well pause, in considering the perfec. 
tion and the brilliancy of the whole, to particularize individual gems. 
We may think that that ruby is the most splendid that we ever beheld, 
forgetting at the time, that much of its glory is produced by the admira- 
ble skill of the artist, in setting it exactly where it is; and this remark 
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may also, with justice, be made of the other jewels, that form so re. 
splendent a whole. We apply this also, to both the literary and the 
illustrative portions of this work—each part owes a charm to the other. 
We shall therefore make no invidious distinctions, but content ourselyes 
with saying that they all contribute to form a galaxy of beauty, of 
which the literature of the age may be justly proud. The editor has done 
his part with great ability, and sound discretion. His explanatory notices 
are clear, without being laboured—and short, without obscurity. The 
getting up of the volume ds in the best taste. There is nothing meretri- 
cious about it, for it is characterized by the perfection of a chaste elegance. 
In fact, it is a complete book, and, notwithstanding our proneness to hy- 

ercriticism, a fault we cannot find withit. Hereafter, if we enter a draw- 
ing-room, and find it not on the table, we shall assuredly seek it in the 
library ; and, to use a nautical expression, if in both resorts it be found 
wanting, we shall certainly think that something else is wanting also. 
When a reputation for good taste can be so easily purchased, and pur. 
chased, at the same time, so profitably, we are inclined to think that the 
ladies at least, will think as much of gems for the decoration of the inside 
of their heads, as they usually do for the outside. 


—————————e 


The Chronicles of Waltham. By the Author of “The Subaltern,” 
“ The Country Curate,” &c. 3 Vols. 


These amusing chronicles are a running commentary upon the author's 
views of political economy, sometimes siding, yet still oftener breaking a 
lance in a tilt with, Miss Martineau. The doctrines endeavoured to be 
established are good, if ultra-tory principles be sound. In fact, a perusal 
of the work will give the uninitiated a perfect idea of the difference be- 
tween conservatism and the bigotry of an outrageous toryism. Indeed, in 
many points of view we must state that we never read a more exciting pro- 
duction. This series of tales, all of which depend each upon the other with 
a very natural connexion, commence with a description of what agricul- 
turists were at the beginning of the late war, when political economy 
first began to promulgate its hydra-headed (Edipean theories, in obedience 
to one of which, the act of throwing several small into one large farm, 
furnishes the materials of the first tale, called the ‘Farm of Forty 
Acres.” The author has been very ingenious in enlisting all our sym- 
pathies on the side of his theory ; but, after all, it is only a detesta- 
tion of the cruelty exercised in expelling the last family of tenants, 
whose ancestors had held the small plot for ages that we feel; and 
though our view of the general utility of such a measure is widely 
different from the author's, we think there is a mean, which is alone 
true wisdom, between the policy of getting as much possible produce 
off the land at the least possible expense, on the one hand, and in 
which consists the ultimatum of the landlord’s prosperity, and that of 
keeping up a tolerably numerous, comfortable, and manly yeomanry, on 
the other, which constitutes a kingdom’s glory as well as its strength. 
What that mean is, we think, has never been ascertained. We know that 
the two extremes are both pernicious. The small holdings of wretched 
and over-populous Ireland exemplify the one, the territorial farms that 
in England have swept the rural population into the towns, is an instance 
of the other. However, the “ Subaltern” is so eloquent, that whilst we 
read his story, if our judgment does not assent to his opinions, our hearts 
are with him entirely.‘ The Farm of Forty Acres” is a story of thril- 
ling interest. The tale that follows it, ‘‘ The Village Oracle,” is equally 
powerful, equally forcible in its delineation of character, and equally 
ultra-tory in the principles that it seeks to inculcate. The excellence of 
a well-understood conservatism is, that it preserves institutions while it 
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reforms abuses, and keeps the vessel of the state in gallant trim, not by 
refusing to move at all, but by sailing down the stream of improvement 
in a course as majestic as it is absolutely necessary. The fault that we 
find with the “ Subaltern” is, not that he refuses to move forward, but 
that he is anxious to retrograde to the good old times. “The Overseer” 
is merely a continuation of the “ Oracle,” and is rich in the display of a 
finely-developed specimen of hardened selfishness. “ The Overseer’s 
Daughter” is heart-rending to read; and were it not that we like now 
and then to try our callous bosoms, and thus observe the petrifying pro- 
gress of age, we should have actually thrown the book down, from the 
excess of its pathos: in it woman’s undying devotion is beautifully ex- 
emplified. | 

“The Man of many Names” is a villain of too deep a dye to be na- 
tural in the present state of society. The improbable is the greatest 
fault of this part of the work—his machinations upon his uncle are 
beyond all credence, and the mind rejects them at once as absurdities. 
But we wish not to give anything like an unfavourable impression of the 
volumes, as few books have pleased us, and most justly pleased us, more. 
The ‘* Subaltern’s” powers of language are wonderful, and he always 
holds the reader's heart in his hands, though he will not always so cer- 
tainly carry away captive his judgment. 


A Treatise on Painting, by Leonarvo va Vinci: faithfully Trans- 
lated from the original Italian, and digested under proper Heads. 
By Joun Francis Ricgaup, Ese. Academician of the Royal 
Academy of Painting at London, &c. &c. Jllustrated with twenty- 
three Copper-plates, §c. To which is prefixed, a Life of the Author, 
by JouN WitiiaAM Brown, Ese. 

This is a book very precious to the fine arts, and not a little glorious 


to artists. It commences with a splendid and well-written life of Leonardo 
da Vinci, so immortalised by his splendid pictures, and by having secured 


the personal friendship, and by dying in the arms, of Francis the First of 


France. Every one must have seen the remarkable engraving of the 
«‘ Last Supper,” by this sublime painter, though many are not familiar 
with the pictures now existing, the productions of his palette. After his 
biographer has well-acquitted himself in his life, he proceeds to give a 
catalogue of his works extant, and, generally, in whose possession they 
now are. This is a very useful morceau, as it will prevent much fraud 
among those who live by fabricating copies of the old masters. Da Vinci 
had many pupils, many of whom painted so like their preceptor, that, 


even to connoisseurs, to distinguish their respective works is a matter of 


great difficulty. After this catalogue, we have a short memoir of Rigaud, 
and then follows the translated treatise of painting, which occupies the 
yrincipal part of the book. The treatise is more shrewd than scientific, 
- it abounds with excellent and invaluable hints. They read very much 
like the recipes in that useful work, called a cookery-book, but are not on 
that account the less advantageous. We can safely say, that more may 
be yathered from this discourse of Da Vinci's, of practical utility, than 
from any of the lectures of our learned academicians, so replete with 
oratorical flourishes, and so elaborate with rounded periods. This book 
is not only adapted to artists, but also to all lovers of the fine arts—we 


commend it to their patronage. 
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Conti, the Discarded, and other Poems. 3 Vols. By H. Cuoruey. 


This is a musical novel, written by a fanatic, with several very fine 
running passages in it, and certainly not set in A flat. As a whole, it 
is very irregular, but Mr. Chorley is a man of talent, and composes well 
at times. We like the overture, but the finale is abominable, and we hiss 
it. To speak in plainer language, Conti is an irregularly-written, un- 
finished sort of production, displaying occasional high powers, containing 
part of the history of two Italian singers, and showing the author’s strong 
affection for the science of music. It will be read by all those, who, like 
him, are particularly devoted to sweet sounds. Mr. Chorley tells us that 
there is hardly any person who is honest enough to own that he does not 
like music. We think there is some truth in this. We have been accused, 
as a nation, of having no ear, and the cause has been taken up nationally, 
and every body swears that he has an ear, and is particularly partial to 
good music. It is also taken up fashionably, and we pay prices for 
music which other nations, particularly devoted to the science, would 
positively refuse. Nevertheless, we believe that we are a nation more 
obtuse to music than most others, which we ascribe to the climate 
being so changeable, so foggy, and so damp, that the drums of our ears 
cannot be braced up to a regular tat-too, and the keen distinction of 
notes is lost to us. We consider this loss to be an absolute gain, po/i- 
tico-economically speaking. We mind our business more, work harder, 
and hum less. We think that there are few who dislike music, they are 
only very indifferent to it. They cannot afford to cultivate their taste, by 
the expense attending hearing of good music; and it is not surpris- 
ing that drawing-room music gives them a distaste for music in general. 
There certainly ought to be a heavy tax upon pianofortes; they have 
done incalculable mischief; valuable hours of youth have been devoted, or 
rather, thrown away, upon this instrument, and a girl who might, had 
she cultivated her mind, have turned out a sensible, well-informed com- 
panion for life, has been made a flippant, superficial creature, whose only 
aim is to attract attention. We have courage to own, that we detest 
drawing-room music generally speaking—it is like some of the humbug 
lotteries, where all the tickets are prizes, but not one prize out of one 
thousand is worth having. 

That music ranks high as a talent we confess, but it is also a passion, 
and there lies the danger of high musical sensibilities. It is a winning 
passion, increasing almost to folly ; creating a sympathy between those 
who are strongly attached to it, which can only be felt by themselves ; 
and often is productive of many more effects than those that are good. A 
fanatic is little better than a dram drinker, or opium eater. It is his only 
pleasure, and it is a feeling which absorbs all others. Music is more 
nearly allied to madness than people may generally imagine. Let it not 
be supposed we would depreciate it, but when we see it levelling all ranks 
in its pale, and shutting out all others but its devotees from its pale, we 
think that we prefer that our own daughters should not be among its vo- 
taries. Mr. Chorley assumes high pretensions for musicians. Now, all 
talents being the gift of Heaven, we know not how to form a scale of their 
degrees of excellency. Other genius is seated, we presume, in the brain 
—musical genius in the ear—equally gifts; but we doubt whether Mr. 
Chorley can demand that tribute to musical genius he would wish in 
his work, and for this simple reason, that it is not so useful to mankind 
in general. It is a sealed book to the many, and he cannot expect those 
to admire who cannot understand. The benefits from the exercise of 
genius devoted in other ways are universal. For instance, all those who 
read English may be amused with Conti as a novel, but all may not feel 
the power of Mr. Chorley’s musical talents. 
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Those who have musical genius, like all fanatics, think they are the 
first geniuses in the world; so do their followers, who fall down and wor- 
ship them. They must, then, be content with the worship of their true 
proselytes. We make this remark, because in the withdrawing-room 
scenes Mr. Chorley plainly shows us that he considers musical people are 
not treated with the respect which they deserve. Why then do they ex- 
hibit their talents to those who cannot appreciate them? The fact is, they 

‘rant money, and they ask high prices. When people purchase, they 
consider that the article is their own ; and there always will be the feel- 
ing of superiority over those who receive money, in those who pay it. 
And with that feeling, they who hire musicians, however great their 
talents may be, are too apt to neglect those little courtesies which would 
certainly do more honour to their patronage, and occasion more feelings 
of gratitude than even the money itself. ‘This is human nature, without 
music in its soul. With music, the fault is on the other side. 

Conti is imperfect as a work, but with some fine passages. The re- 
mainder of the volumes prove Mr. Chorley to be a good musician, and 
clever man. Long may he sing. 


Aa 


Democracy in America. By ALExis DE TocQuEVILLE, Avoca at la 
Cour Royale de Paris, &c. &c. Translated by Henry Reeve, 
Esq. 2 Vols. 


The discipline of a mind, that has made law its profession, tends to 
give it so singular a bias, that it always will, if left to itself, and if re- 
quired to pronounce a decision, be seen to balance every question so 
equally, that it cannot come to a conclusion. ‘To have made M. de Toc- 
queville give us a definite opinion, either on the one side or the other, he 
ell have had an opponent. All things then would have been clear to 
him. He would have refuted, crushed, pulverized him. Had his anta- 
gonist advocated the democratic principle, our author would have shown 
it to have been replete with disorganization and ruin; had it been 
assigned to De Tocqueville to have opposed the monarchical, he would 
have triumphantly shown, that there was safety only in a democracy. 
As he had no opponent, he has come to no conclusion, simply content. 
ing himself with saying magnificent sentences, and writing imposing 
aphorisms. We have repeatedly smiled, as we perused his work, at his 
magniloquent speeches, that lead to just nothing, and strongly remind 
the reader of the good Mussulman cry, ‘‘ In the name of the Prophet 
—figs.” ‘Take this as an example. ‘ A new science of politics is in- 
dispensable to a new world.” This sounds most sapiently, and reads 
like a good thing ; and yet, is about as good and as true as if we were 
to say, “ Anew science of arithmetic is indispensable to a new school.” 
As we have now eased ourselves of our spleen, we proceed to the more 
agreeable task of telling our readers in what the book is excellent. It 
is excellent in a great mass of the most valuable information, in the 
deep insight displayed in character, in an energetic and somewhat adorned 
style, and, above all, in a liberal tendency to do justice to all parties. It 
is also excellent through the translator's care, and in the purity of the 
English in which it is given to the public. His preface is also eloquent, 


and proves him to be a man who thinks deeply, and can express himself 


fluently. We think that the work ought to make a grea$ sensation in 
America, and that it is deserving of the utmost attention in England. 
It certainly cannot be studied as a commentary upon political economy, 
or be of much use in its precepts to the science of government, on ac- 
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count of the vacillation of opinion which we have before mentioned - 
but it is extremely useful to the legislator for the vast accumulation of 
facts that is offered to the mind. The reader must not endeavour to come 
to the same conclusions as his author, for the conclusions of the latter are 
so nicely balanced, that, as in Algebra, the negative and affirmative signs 
annihilate each other, and leave nothing but a mere cypher. The reader 
must reason for himself. It will be a curious thing to see what our 
friend Jonathan himself will say to a work in which he is described as 
having every political vice, and every political virtue—no aristocracy at 
all, and a great, a silent, and influential one—as being under the freest, 
and yet the most tyrannical government in the world ; in fact, as being 
the focus of all manner of contradiction. The fact is, no one can solve 
the great problem of this vast democratic experiment, but the old gentle- 
man with the hour glass and the scythe. 


Fables and Tales, suggested by the Frescos of Pompeii and Hercu- 
laneum. By N. B. Le Gros. 


The character of these fables is an exquisitely-sustained, sportiveness 
generally, nay, universally worked up, with a moral curiously and often 
surprisingly fashioned into applicability. With all deference for old 
names and established reputations, we say fearlessly that they are supe- 
rior to Gay’s, or to the fables of any other writer, at least among the 
moderns. They certainly have not the @ plomb of Gay’s productions, but 
they hit the mark much better, and in beauty of versification and inci- 
dental adornments very far excel anything he wrote. There is, indeed, 
a degree of freedom about his fables that we must a little censure, al- 
though we have not arrived at that ultra-fastidiousness which, while it be- 
trays such a laxity of purity, would clothe the statue of the Medician 
Venus in a high morning dress. We have not lately met with any book 
that has more amused us, and the etchings are thrown off in the first 
style, and are of themselves highly interesting. To all ladies and gen- 
tlemen who shrink not to traverse the saloon of the Louvre, so highly 
adorned with ancient statuary, we recommend this work: to those whose 
sensitiveness stands in the way of their intellectual enjoyments, we will 
not hazard our recommendation. 


The Poetry of Life. By Saran Stickney, Author of “ Pictures of 
Private Life.” 2 Vols. 


This “ Poetry of Life” is, in itself, a prosaic poem in many divisions. 
It is poetry highly metaphysical, yet hardly philosophical. Through the 
whole work, this clever lady teaches the world to look beyond the present 
for the pleasures that the present are supposed to afford ; and to consider 
what we actually possess, or only enjoy by the means of our senses, 
merely as the type of some other thing more beautiful connected with it 
by association of ideas. Indeed, she gives us very pleasant lectures on 
making the most of every object ; but we think that she has a little denied 
her own doctrines, in excluding so many subjects from this power of call- 
ing up a grage not their own. She uses poetry in the sense of contin- 
gent beauty or contingent happiness. In fact, as an appeal from the real 
to the ideal, that ideal itself having a real existence and actual results 
towards felicity. In this view there is poetry in every thing, even in the 
devastating and the terrible, as well as in every thing humble anid sordid. 
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In the contemplation of wretchedness itself, the active mind may find, 
what Miss Stickney understands by the term poetry. In speaking of the 
poetry of the human face, she denies poetry to the nose. Solomon, the 
wisest of men, thought differently, hen he hung upon it his superb 
simile of the Tower of Lebanon. In the extended sense in which, 
through her book, our author wishes it to be understood, there is poetry 
even in a plum-puddding. And so there is, and we will prove it, not only 
in its materials, but in the eating of it. 

What associations may be conjured by the materials! Who can first 
look at the plums without being reminded of the rosy wine—the poetical 
mythology of the ancients—Bacchus, the jovial god—the Leased 
Ariadne, the Bacchanalians, and the fate of Orpheus. But we must stop, 
the poetry of plums is infinite. The flour must call to mind Ceres, with her 
daughter Proserpine, and the rape of Pluto—the beautiful poem in Serip- 
ture of Joseph and his brethren—Sicily, the granary of the world, &c. &c. 
Currants, the lovely isles of Greece—Lord Byron and his works—Shel- 
ley’s beauteous passages—Athens—and the Lord knows what. Sugar, 
the lofty cocoa nut—the wavy palm—the splendid imagery of the Tropics, 
with their deep blue sea, their sun of molten gold, their glories, their devas- 
tation, and disease. Cinnamon, thespicy isles so famed and so beautifully 
described. Suet, yes, even dull, heavy suet, may conjure up poetical 
ideas ; for only let us go back to when the suet is still in the body of the 
ox, have we not in our mind's eye all the pastoral poetry in the world ? 

In short, there is nothing so poetical as the ingredients of a plum- 
pudding. 

And as to the eating of it—why, it is a theme for another Crabbe. 
Is there no poetry in the mother smiling at the union of all her merry 
Christmas offspring ? or the happy father rejoicing in his progeny ? Look 
at the smiling faces round the table, and then let reflection be sum- 
moned. How soon is all their merriment to be launched on the stormy 
waves of life! how many are to gain their haven in peace! how many 
are to be eternally wrecked! what scenes and changes must they pass! 
what lines and furrows may impress their smooth-polished brow before 
they are summoned to account! What a history, what an awful lesson 
may not be taught to the world hereafter, by the vicissitudes and ex- 
amples about to be produced by those smiling, those unconscious faces, 
who fix their little greedy eyes on—the plum-pudding! We really must 
shut the book, for our feelings quite overpower us. 


Forget Me Not; a Christmas, New Year's, and Birth-day Present 
for 1836. Edited by Frepverick Suopert. 


Forget the “ Forget Me Not!” Oh, no; for the sake of old asso- 
ciations and present merits, we certainly shall not forget you. Were we 
so inclined, we could not, for the brilliancy of the Hon. Mrs. Norton, 
for the simple energy of Mary Howitt, for the beauty-breathing poetry of 
Miss Landon, for the many other persons that have lent their aid to make 
this miscellany excellent. We have also the Ettrick Shepherd among the 
other good names of literary notoriety, and his, though the last in the 
volume, must on no account be looked upon as the least. Yet, sooth to 
say, (an expression he is prone too,) his name will be of much more ser- 
vice to the annual than his poem, for, to speak in the mildest manner of 
it, itis very crude. There is also Dr. Bowring, M.P., and the lord of 
many languages, spoiling his own in a silly sea-song, about the land of 
liberty, the land that we adore, and all that ; hoping that sorrow and 
shame may never break upon its shore. Now we do, and that most 
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heartily, the moment that either touches it. Still addressing the land, 
which we hope is not England, for she ought not to be so nonsensically 
apostrophized, he says, or sings, 


‘*« When to thee our footsteps turn, ( footsteps in a ship !) 
Thou with brighter flame sball burn, (why ?) 
Breaking forth from memory’s urn, 
Empress of the main !” 


Of all the other contributions we can speak, not only favourably but 
highly, and the illustrations are beautiful, with the single exception of 
that of “ King Alfred’s Return.” It is very badly conceived by the 
artist, and the engraver has done justice to it with an equal degree of 
inferiority—it appears to us to be scratched and unfinished. Were we to 
particularize the plates that deserve encomium, we should have to name 
them all save one. Upon the whole, this is a very superior number. 


The Life of Samuel Johnson, LL.D., including a Journal of his 
our to the Hebrides. By James Boswewx, Esq. To which are 
added, Johnsoniana, or Anecdotes by Hawkins, Piozzi, M urphy, 
Tyers, Reynolds, Stevens, Sc. And Notes by various Hands. 
10 Vols. 


The alteration in the original plan of this amusing and instructive pub- 
lication has turned out to be an improvement, and the last two additional 
volumes will considerably enhance the value of the preceding ones. 
This ninth volume, now before us «nd the public, contains twenty parts, 
all appertaining to anecdotes and reminiscences of the ponderous doctor. 
Of course, among them Mrs. Piozzi shines conspicuously. This reminds 
us that we should remind our readers that a very beautiful portrait of 
this lady embellishes this volume as a frontispiece. How exquisitely the 
Findens engrave! ‘They had, however, an exciting subject before them, 
from the pencil of Sir Joshua Reynolds. If this engraving be like her, 
she must have had a countenance of the most perfect beauty, that is to 
say, if her complexion was equal to the chaste symmetry of her features. 
Mrs. Thrale’s house at Chatham, after that clever fellow, Stanfield, by 
Finden, forms an elegant vignette title-page to the volume. Altogether, 
this is a splendid production. 


The Poetical Works of Samuel Rogers, Esq. Part IX. Illustrated 
by One Hundred and Twenty-eight Vignettes, from Designs by 
Stothard and Turner. To be completed in Ten Monthly Parts. 


The ninth number has now made its appearance, and contains the 
Nun, the Fountain, and a festal scene after Stothard, and some very 
beautiful views after Turner, all illustrations of the subject matter of 
the poet. As sailors, we cannot help remarking, that Turner draws his 
feluccas very accurately, but does not trim their sails quite so well. 
When bound up according to the fancy of the purchaser, if he be not 
quitea Vandal in taste, this publication will make one of the most beauti- 
tully illuminated editions that has appeared for some time: we anticipate 
for it a commensurate success. 
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The Popular Encyclopedia: being a General Dictionary of Arts, 
Sciences, Literature, Biography, History, and Political Economy, 
reprinted from the American Edition of the “ Conversationes Lexi- 
con, with Dissertations. Se. By Sir D. Sanprorp, Dr. Tuomas, 
and ALLAN CUNNINGHAM, Esq. Vol. IIL. Part IL. 


This work continues in great force. We have examined this last num- 
ber more carefully perhaps than the preceding, and we feel satisfied that 
the greatest pains have been taken with it. An Encyclopedia is not a 
work which can embrace all points upon all subjects; all that it can do, 
is to be very correct in what it does say, and if it cannot tell the whole 
truth, not to tell any thing but the truth. In this we think the editors 
have succeeded, and their reference to works upon every subject, points out 
to those who may wish to obtain it, where more information is to be gained. 
Still we think that sometimes it is too decided in its remarks, particularly 
when giving its opinions about literary characters. For instance, it says in 
its observations upon German authors, that Kotzebue was “ fertile without 
dignity, and consequently without good morals.” Now, this is not quite 
correct. In the first place, Kotzebue had dignity, for there is as much 
dignity to be expressed in the drama of private life, as there is in the pub- 
lic and well-known records of princes; and good morals he had also, 
although perhaps he did not always adhere so rigidly to them as he 
might have done. What offence against good morals is there in his cele- 
brated Comedy of the “ German Provincialists,” of which we shall publish 
a translation in some future Number of our Magazine. In making this 
trifling objection, we still wish our readers to understand, that this is 
not only an excellent work, but the very best Encyclopedia which has 
yet appeared, and we recommend it strongly. 


My Aunt Pontypool. 3 Vols. 


These three volumes afford us another instance of talent devoted to 
what may by many be styled the inferior branch of literature, @. e. novel 
writing—which it most certainly is not. But what else can a man do in 
this day? History is a drug—classics are worse; they are really dead 
languages. Travels—there is nothing new, as the prophet said. Where is 
there a corner unexplored? We doexpect three volumes from Timbuctoo, 
and then we may consider the whole world of travels as completed. Philo- 
sophy, we all agree to be fit only for infant schools, and a political econo- 
mist is but another name for a fool. All the facts in the world have been 
collected and bound up, and lie imprisoned in our libraries, stagnant lettered 
lakes. The river of fiction still flows, and as this world is given to lying, 
like the one in the fable, /abitur et labiter. Every one, theretore, who is 
inclined to launch his bark, now applies to this source, hoists the sail of 
his imagination, and if he only take care that he has sufficient judgment 
by way of ballast, generally makes a prosperous voyage, amusing to 
himself, and to those who read his wondrous tale. The characters 
although not very new in this novel, are very clearly drawn; the style 
and language very superior, but the plot is rechauffve. Without plot or 
newness of character, it has nevertheless been written by a very clever 
anonymous gentleman, a “ ripe scholar,” and a keen observer of human 
nature. In one point he is very superior, he knows how to handle his 
ladies without spoiling them. We think the public, after these remarks 
ought to be anxious to read my “ Aunt Pontypool,” and if they are not 
satisfied with the contents, they must be rather difficult to please. 


Dec. 1835.—voL. X1V.—NO. LVI. 
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Mahmoud. 3 Vols. 


The writer of this work has not put his name to the title-page, which 
he might safely have done, as it will at once establish his reputation as 
an author. We have had until now, but two authors who have ventured 
in this peculiar field, Mr. Hope, in his solitary but splendid fiction of 
‘¢ Anastasius,” and Mr. Morier, whose works in the same style have been 
such deserved favourites with the public. Both of these authors have 
their peculiar merits. In graphic power they are nearly equal, but in 
“ Anastasius” we have more pathos—in Morier’s works more wit and 
humour. The author of ‘* Mahmoud” has neither the pathos of “ Anas- 
tasius,” nor the humour of “ Hadji Baba ;” but in interest, he is equal, 
if not superior to them both; he is also their equal in discrimination and 
developement of character. These are indeed stirring volumes ; incident 
succeeds incident, and wild and graphic scene follows scene, until you have 
hardly time to breathe. History is blended, and well adhered to, in these 
pages; the account of the destruction of the Mamelukes, and their pre- 
vious dissensions is correct, and well worked up. On the whole, we have 
great pleasure in admitting this anonymous writer into our band of ima- 
ginative authors. He at once takes a high degree, and may safely let 
the world know to whom we are so much indebted. The circulating 
libraries will, we rather think, wish that he had never taken up the pen, 
for they at least will be no gainers by the production, for the demand 
will compel them to take more copies than they will be pleased at. 


The Tourist in Spain.— Andalusia. By Tuomas Roscor. Lllus- 
trated from Drawings, by Davip Roperts. 


This very superior work constitutes Jennings’ Landscape Annual for 
1836, and is devoted to the description of Andalusia. The views are 
splendid, and must give us an exalted idea of the former magnificence of 
Spain. The frontispiece is a vivid representation of a bull-fight at Se- 
ville, and will be viewed with as much curiosity as admiration. The 
letter-press is a composition of the first order, well sustained, and glow- 
ing with poetical description of a land so abundant in subjects for inspi- 
ration. This gorgeous work is dedicated (by permission, we presume) to 
the King of Bavaria, and truly it is worthy of royal patronage. If we 
are short in our notice, we are sincere in our commendations ; and we 
know that the success that the work will experience, on account of its 
intrinsic merits, will render, on our parts, a lengthened panegyric un- 
necessary. 


Records of a Route through France and Italy ; with Sketches of Ca- 
tholicism. By W. KR. Witson, F.A.S., A.S.R. Author of “ Tra- 
vels in the Holy Land,” Xe. 


This is a book rich in stern truths. We like it for its honest bitterness, 
and truly patriotic antipathy to gorgeous vice, and tinselled immorality. 
It may be said that the author has viewed foreign morals and foreign 
superstitions in a prejudiced light; he has viewed them by the light ot 
Christianity and of virtue, and, if by that light they appear hideous, we 
should rather be grateful to him for showing them in their true colours, 
than reproach him with illiberality. We earnestly recommend this book 
to the perusal of all those who intend voluntarily, or are compelled, to 
submit their children to the contagion of continental manners. We are 





























- 


Notices of New Works. 107 


making, even in England, a progress much too rapid towards that loose. 
ness of opinions, which respects nothing, believes nothing, and yet endan. 
gers all that is decorous in this world, and precious in the next. The bursts 
of Mr. Wilson’s indignation may sound eer to courtly ears, but as 
they are honest, they will be heard, and conscientious, they must be 
effective. Speaking of the intolerant and grasping spirit of Catholicism, 
he says, and says truly, “If the concessions that it has obtained produce 
no gratitude, farther concessions will only stimulate to open hostility. 
It is enough to brave the company of a muzzled hyena; remove that 
muzzle—it is already almost gnawed through— and the consequences may 
be easily conjectured” Wisdom would counsel the knocking the beast 
on the head, whilst the muzzle was yet over its jaws. The hyena is now 
most dangerous, since it has Dan for its leader, and is dancing to the 
tune of ¢a ira. We cannot conclude without paying a just tribute to the 
extensive erudition of the author, so universally displayed in this excel- 
lent volume. 


A Journey to St. Petersburg and Moscow, through Courland and 
Livonia. By Leirecn Ritcuiz, Esq. Author of “ Turner's An- 
nual Tour,” &e. 


This very useful and intelligent work is to be looked upon as Heath's 
Picturesque Annual for 1836 ; it is accordingly very superbly got up, and 
embellished by twenty-five spirited engravings, which are views of Rus. 
sian urban and suburban scenery. In productions similar to this we usually 
find a generous contention between the sister Muses, that preside over 
painting and literature, for pre-eminency, the palm being mostly carried 
away by the former. In this Annual, the engravings are harsh, and with- 
out poetry, and we are bound to give the preference to the latter. Mr. 
Ritchie’s narrative is at once perspicuous and interesting, for there is 
hardly a grace of style which he has not lavished upon it. He has told 
the world, with as much impartiality as elegance, what the Russians 
really are, as fearlessly pointing out in what they are deficient as ge- 
nerously doing justice to the many good points of their character. This 
work is one that must survive ; and, though it now appears in all the 
transient glories of an Annual, we may fearlessly predict for it the more 
lasting reputation of a standard work. 


On the Educational Institutions of Germany. By G. P. R. James, 
Esq. 


This work, so highly honourable to the author, is published by him 
without the possibility of his receiving any remuneration for it; but at 
the risk of loss, with a patriotic feeling of the most elevated order. He 
has seen what education has done, and is now doing, in Germany ; and 
knowing what it could do, yet does not, in England, he endeavours, in 
this masterly volume, to arouse the country, and those who govern it, 
into some interest for so momentous a subject. Our opinion is, that 
education should be accurately suited to the wants of the people: 
the mass, who are to earn their livelihood, should have just so much 
education, and no more, as would enable them to enjoy literature, never 
so much as to tempt them to become /iterati. If education is to be ge- 
neral as to those taught, it should be limited in its quantity ; and all in- 
stitutions, avowedly to foster the production of authors, discountenanced, 
If aman have genius, he will overcome all obstacles, and attain celebrity ; 
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if he have not, he should not be encouraged into the mistake of supposing 
that he has. Let education be taken up by the government; let them 
reward literary men who have made their own reputations ; and let them 
read Mr. James’s book and be wise ; wiser than he is himself, in address 
ing it so pointedly to Lord Brougham. This, indeed, is the only point on 
which we mistrust his wisdom. In all else we admire his strong good 
sense, and the elegance with which he adorns it. Should Lord Brougham 
adopt Mr. James’s views, Mr. James may depend upon it that he will be 
kept out of sight ; for, just now, his lordship is terribly in want of some- 
thing to keep him advantageously before the public eye. 


The Romance of Ancient Egypt. Second series of the Romance of 


Ancient History. By Joun GUNNING StyMeEr, A.B. 2 Vols. 


The author of this work informs the public that his first series having 
been too often mistaken for the ‘* Romance of History,” he has decided 
to publish the future numbers of his series, each in the guise of a novel 
or aromance. We mention this, as by so doing, we seem to be forward. 
ing his wish of publicity as to the change he has made. Were we to 
lavish much praise on the work it would not be misplaced, for it is 
brilliantly written, the costumes, both moral and physical, of the times 
admirably sustained, and a very faithful impression of history left upon 
the mind. From the nature of the subject, Mr. Gunning could not effect 
much in the vein that he has been pleased to treat it. ‘T'o the far remote 
in antiquity, the mysterious only can lend an interest. He has made his 
realities too vivid; everything in his pictures is clear and well-defined, 
but cold as clear, and stern as well-defined. We have no sympathy with 
his characters: mere assentation to their excellence is all that the mind 
cares to give. But though the exciting powers of this work are but 
limited, its utility is great. A perusal will impress more indelibly upon 
the memory historical associations than the pages of history itself. Its ap- 
pearance is, even just now, very opportune, as the public eye has been 
of late fixed upon several recently-published works appertaining to 
Egyptian learning, and the great progress made in decyphering its bound- 
less existing hieroglyphics. We wish well to the work, and shall be most 
happy to hear of its success. 


A New Art, teaching how to be Plucked; being a Treatise after the 
Fashion of Aristotle, and for the Use of Students in the University. 
By ScripLterts REpivivus. 


Ileartily we laughed at this sage, scientific, and Aristotleian treatise, 
the humour of which is most searching. Who, after reading this, will 
deny that a man is a plucking animal ?—when we find learned, aged, and 
well-wigged doctors, so intent upon plucking young gentlemen, and thus 
literally taking advantage of their ignorance. Had we been at Oxford, we 
feel assured that both little-go and great-go would have given us the go- 
by, for of the one hundred and fifteen pluckabilities, or categories, under 
which plucking is certain, according to this erudite book, we should have 
infallibly been classed under a hundred-and-one. We do heartily recom- 
mend this little brochure, not only for its quaint style and sterling wit, 
but as a proof also, how potent ridicule can be in the cause of what is 
right, and that, of all things, vice may be made to appear, what it really 
is, the absurdest. 
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The Hour of Retribution, and other Poems. By DucaLtp Moors, 
Author of “ The African,” “ Bard of the North,” &c. 


To the very few who still read poetry, we recommend these poems, and 
to those also who do not, as it may perhaps give them some taste for what 
they may now be pleased to call a ding. Those who attend to our re. 
commendation will find many beauties to repay them. We pronounce 
them to be spirited, full of excellent imagery, and harmonious with 
sweet versification. Great originality we certainly cannot attribute to 
them. Though we meet with no novel ideas, we do with many new and 
striking combinations. We much fear that the gems of poetry have all 
been appropriated ; yet, as they are a property that must pass to any 
hand that is bold enough to seize them, those who occupy them for the 
time, since they can add no fresh one to the stock, must amuse themselves 
by varying their relative situations one with the other, or place them in 
improved settings. This last Mr. Dugald Moore has done most judi- 
ciously, and we hope that he will be remunerated, not only with empty 
praise, but with solid pudding; and a large one too—a cut and come 
again affair. ‘ The Hour of Retribution” is a drama, which it is not 
likely that the author will see acted ; because all the theatres are bespoke 
for, or pre-occupied by, so many that are much worse—not that we think 
this play too well adapted to the stage. 


I’riendship’s Offering ; a Christmas and New Year's Present for 
1536. 


We much admire the feeling, yet melancholy, preface by which the 
work is introduced to public notice. It is a graceful tribute to the me- 
mory of its two former editors, Thomas Pringle and Heury David Inglis, 
both of whom are silent in the sleep of death. The Annual itself is 
strong in good names, and in pieces that are worthy of the names they 
bear, among the most conspicuous of which are the productions of the 
Honourable Mrs. Norton, Miss Landon, and our old friend, John Francis. 
His ‘“ Unrecorded Grave” is a poem of no common merit. The engrav- 
ings are very varied in their subjects, and very beautiful in their execu- 
tion. We have no space to particularize, only we are bound to say that 
we cannot point out a bad one. We hope that this token of friendship 
may pass into multitudinous hands, as well for the sake of philanthropy, 
as a proof of good taste in the English public. 


Narrative of a Voyage round the World ; comprehending an Account 
of the Wreck of the Ship “ Governor Ready,” in Torres Straits, a 
Description of the British Settlements on the Coast of New Holland, 
&e. &c. By T. B. Witson, M.D., Surgeon R.N. 


There is much interesting reading in this work, the more particularly 
that part which describes the loss of the ship and the long voyage that 
the author and the crew were obliged to take in the boats. The description 
of the various lands in which it was Dr. Wilson's fortune to be cast, 
with the peculiarities of their respective inhabitants, are all well-selected, 
and form a very amusing book. There are also, at the latter end of the 
volume, some very valuable suggestions upon the best method of pre- 
serving the health of the convicts in their long voyages to the penal set. 
tlements. The book has our best wishes for its success, and if merit can 
insure it, success it must have. 














110 Notices of New Works. 


The Sacred Classics; or, the Cabinet Library of Divinity. Edited 
by the Rev. B. Carrermo.e, B.D., and the Rev. H. Stessine, 
M.A. 


This twenty-third volume of the “ Sacred Classics” has a new and a 
very engaging feature to embellish its sterling worth—a well-executed 
engraving by Rodgers, after that gem by Correggio in the national gal- 
lery. This volume consists, with Mr. Stebbing’s introductory essay, of two 
parts of the life of Christ, by Jeremy Taylor. As Mr. Stebbing has very 
justly observed, this life is piously practical ; showing fully that our Saviour, 
in his blessed mission, not only assured heaven to the true Christian, but 
also taught him how, in his own example and practice, to bring much of 
the happiness of heaven upon earth, by correctly fulfilling his social as well 
as his religious duties. As it has been often before observed, were the 
incarnation but a fiction, for the moral good our Saviour has done by his 
precepts to mankind, he would deserve worship and deification. But, after 
all, this assertion savours not of true wisdom ; for, without the divinity 
had been in our Redeemer, the mere mortal man could not so have taught 
and so have acted. We request all to whom Taylor is at present a 
stranger, to hasten to make themselves acquainted with his elegance, his 
energy, and his unanswerable arguments. He is assuredly one of England’s 
brightest classics. 


The New Years’ Gift, and Juvenile Souvenir. Edited by Mrs. 
Avaric Watts. 


Mrs. Watts’ donation to the youth of all who speak our language is, 
this year, a highly intellectual as well as a beautiful present. The en- 
gravings are of a very superior description, yet admirably adapted to 
captivate the juvenile mind. Among the contributors, Mrs. Abdy’s 
name is conspicuous, and a voucher for something superior. Her “ De- 

ee ear : 

pendent Child” will not disappoint the expectations that even her name 
must create. There are some sweet things also by Mary Howitt, and a 
well-written tale by Miss Atherstone. Indeed, there is no one contribu- 
tion to this pet annual of ours of which even the most hypercritical cannot 
speak highly. It is a pleasing and a heart-warming contemplation to see 
so much talent devoted to ends at once so virtuous and benevolent. Our 
little gentry, when they receive this elegant present from their parents 
and their friends, should be taught to look a little beyond the mere gift, 
and be made to understand, that they owe no small share of gratitude to 
the purveyors of so much happiness and instruction, as this Annual is the 
clegant means of imparting to them. We wish to sce it very generally in 
their hands, and if it be not, we shall almost suppose that they have not 
been deserving of such a distinction, or that their friends have been a 
little remiss in discrimination. 


Voyage round the World, including Travels, &c. &c. from 1827 to 
1832. By James Houtman, R.N., F.R.S. 


These superior volumes, the author of which makes such excellent 
use of other people’s eyes and his own judgment, correcting the mistakes 
of the former by the soundness of the latter, have now drawn to a con- 
clusion by the publication of the fourth and last. It is embellished with 
several amusing and well-executed lithographs, which much enhance the 
value of the book. The first ten chapters of this interesting volume are 
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occupied solely by Chinese matters; and also contains a very good 
abstract of Chinese history. The traveller then proceeds to Van Diemen’s 
Land, and describes almost every thing connected with that penal colony. 
From thence, he makes his way to New South Wales, and after gathering 
in that country much useful information, he arrives at New Zealand, and 
there prosecutes his inquiries ; of all which the reader has the advantage. 
From this place, after doubling Cape Horn, he visits Bahia, and at length 
finally returns to England. The mass of curious and valuable infor- 
mation that Mr. Holman has collected is quite astonishing, and wonder. 
fully correct. There is something very pleasing, and even pathetic in the 
manner in which Mr. Holman takes leave of his readers. But whether 
he travel again, or retire to enjoy the honours he has already gained, into 
the bosom of private life, we wish him every happiness and many years. 


Flowers of Loveliness. Twelve Groups of Female Figures, emblematic 


of Flowers. Designed by E. J. Parnis, Esq. With Poetical Il- 
lustrations, by the COUNTESS OF BLESSINGTON. 


The Annuals have this year been glorious indices of the high state of 


refinement to which we have arrived; but the publication before us, in 
gorgeousness of adornment, and elegance of design, has taken a start 
even beyond these. The work before us is a broad folio, containing 
twelve designs by Parris, of what in all creation is most beautiful—beau- 
tiful women ; illustrated by what is most intellectual, poetry, if possible, 
still more beautiful, by the countess, in whose person, and in whose 
mind, we acknowledge a sovereignty on all subjects connected with the 
word beauty. The flowers commemorated by the poetess and the painter, 
are those common ones that, from the sweet associations with which they 
are endued, can never become common-place ; flowers that have ever 


been, and ever will be, at once the inspiration and the embellishment of 


poetry. Roses, violets, the lofty and the lonely lily, the sun-flower and 
the daisy, with others that we love, because we know them intimately, 
have been the springs of enthusiasm both to the poetess and the painter. 
It is a volume to which the twin Muses would delight to bend, but is one 
not to be opened even by these fabled immortals, lightly or carelessly, but 
in a splendid temple, amidst altars, and votaries, and incense, for it is a 
book of regal magnificence, and imperial exterior. Art has done every 
thing for the outside, inspiration for that which it contains. But, as in 
England, temples erected to the Muses do not abound, whilst those to ele- 
gance do, in the shape of multitudinous drawing-rooms ; to those latter 
we commend the keeping of this superb work, and we doubt not, but that 
faces as fair, and forms as graceful, will bend over it, as ever Greek or 
Roman fondly imagined personified the glorious divinities which he wor- 
shipped under the name of Muses. 


The Historical Keepsake ; a Series of original Tales, chiefly ulus- 
trative of important and interesting Events in British History. 
Second Series. Edited by Joun Watson Daray. With Ln- 
gravings from original Designs and celebrated Pictures. 


We have an English proverb, of much significancy, which we generally 
use when we do not wish to praise anything outrageously—it is, “ It will 

ass in acrowd.” Well, there is just now a crowd of Annuals. May 
‘The Historical Keepsake” pass in it—for we shall ourselves pass no 
opinion upon it. 
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Random Recollections of the House of Commons, from the year 1830 
to 1835, including Personal Sketches of the leading Members of all 
Parties. By One of no Party. 


If this work have not a great run, as it is technically called, we shall 
incontinently give up literary prophecy. It is racy in the extreme, and 
contains a strong touch of the humorous. Its impartiality is unimpeach- 
able ; for the ludicrous traits of both Whigs and Tories are recorded 
with a marvellous, and we must say, a grinning fidelity. The author 
rejoices over these absurdities, and thus pleasantly damns the perpe- 
trators of them to everlasting fame. We repeat that this dish of truth 
for the public, will excite no little anger from certain individuals. 
Neither the Lord Advocate of Scotland, or Mr. Croker, when they simile 
as they read, that the one spoke Edinburgh and the other Quarterly 
reviews against each other, will smile with much real satisfaction. For 
pleasant reading this work has no superior; and it will be exceedingly 
valuable to the public historian, as it is now absolutely necessary to the 
modern quidnune. 


Poems and Lyrics. By Rospert NIcHout. 


These effusions are decidedly good. We do not pronounce this lightly, 
and, we trust, that both the author and the public will place a just value 
upon this opinion; as, in general, we have been regarded as too little 
merciful to those who mistake versification for poetry, and the ambition 
to write well for the act. There is a Doric simplicity about the Scottish 
idiom, that throws a classic halo around poetry expressed in it, which 
conceals many faults and much heightens real beauties. Of this advantage 
Mr. Nicholl has nobly availed himself; not that we think that he has 
many faults to conceal, but very many beauties to embellish. ‘That he 
does not depend for his success upon mere contingent advantages he fully 
evinces by his compositions in pure and rich English. Let our readers 
do themselves a real pleasure, and possess themselves of this work. 


A History of British Fishes. By Wuutam Yarrew, F.L.S.  Lilus- 
trated by upwards of Four Hundred Wood-cuts, including numerous 
Vignettes. 


We have, as yet, found this to be an excellently conducted work, and 
this part, the ninth, is quite on a par with any of its predecessors. It 
treats, among other fish, of the pike, and it would seem that that vora- 
cious animal has the power of almost unlimited bulk and age. The 
notices on the habits of the salmon are very curious, and like all the in- 
formation contained in this publication, are given in a very pleasant man- 
ner. If it have only one half the success that it merits, it will command 
a wonderful circulation. 


— _ 


A Compendium of Modern Geography, with Remarks, Se. By Rh. 
ReEAb. 


A former edition of this book had our just commendations. We shall 
not here repeat them, but barely remark, that the work having now attained 
its fifth impression, we spoke not without sufficient grounds for praise. 
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Heath's Book of Beauty, 1836, with Nineteen beautifully finished En- 
gravings, from Drawings. by the first Artists. Edited by the 
COUNTESS OF BLESSINGTON, 


Truly, to use rather a pedantic phraseology, no one but the Deity who 
presides over beauty, or the Countess of Blessington, could, by any pro- 
bability, have commanded into existence a book of beauty so perfect as 
this. We will not say, that all its articles are of a similar brilliancy. It 
has its graduated shades, as well as its strong lights ; but they harmonize 
and produce a whole, such as beauty will love, for beauty’s sake. We 
shall consider this production, in this portion of our Magazine, in a lite- 
rary point of view: as a splendid specimen of the pictorial powers of out 
talented countrymen, we shall notice this, and its graceful sister, “ The 
Keepsake,” under the head of “Fine Arts.” The tributary verses with 
which this volume opens, addressed to Lady Augusta Baring, are wor- 
thy the conspicuous station which they hold, and almost worthy of the 
lovely subject that they commemorate. “ Chariolas,” which succeeds, 
by the author of “ Pelham,” is a brilliant and a biting satire, veiled with 
a suavity of style, and made buoyant by a playfulness of manner, that are 
really enchanting. The allegory is not, if we may so speak, too much 
allegorized ; but reads with all the interest of an actual adventure. It is 
a bright feature in the book. But we must pass by many sweet articles, 
and rest for a moment in pleased admiration over the “ Dream,” by the 
Countess of Blessington. It is pathetic in the extreme, and strikes mourn- 
fully on one of the tenderest chords of the human heart. We must also 
particularise “ Galeria, or the Deserted Village,” by the same authoress, 
equal to the former in every thing but the inimitable finish that the 
editress’s versification is sure to impart to her subject. In addition to 
these superior productions, we have a tale of sterling excellence from Mr, 
Bernal, some beautiful verses by Miss Landon, and a spirited sketch from 
the eccentric pen of the author of ‘* Vivian Grey.” There are also many 
good things in prose and verse, from aristocratic contributors, drawn no 
doubt irresistibly, into this circle of beauties, by the queen who so grace- 
fully presides over all. The circulation of this highly embellished volume 
must be immense. All the higher ranks must purchase it, for it is a book 
peculiarly, though not exclusively, their own. The middle classes—if 
there be any people so humble as to class themselves under that title—will 
doat upon it, for they all love to know how lords write, and ladies look. 


The Poetical Works of John Milton. Ledited hy Sin) EGERTON 
BrypGes, Barr. With Imaginative Illustrations, by J. M. W. 
Turner, Esq. 6 vols. 


The sixth, and concluding volume of this well-edited republication of 
Milton’s works has appeared. No one can fail to admire the vignette 
title-page, by Turner. It is, in every sense of the word, an embellish- 
ment. The volume is prefaced by an appropriate address to the public 
from the publisher, which is followed by a sonnet, from the pen of the vene. 
rable and highly talented editor, which of course, as do all his sonnets, com- 
memorates his own age. The volume contains the “‘ Monody to Lycidas,” 
with other minor translations, and Latin verses. The commentaries and 
notes, as are all in this edition, are full and satisfactory. This is cer- 
tainly a work, that from its perfection, and the handsome manner in which, 
in all its departments, it has been produced, merits the utmost extent of 
patronage. We trust that the spirited publisher will find his reward in 
a rapid sale of this first, and many succeeding impressions. 

Dec. 1835.—VvoL. X1V.—-NO. LVI. Q 
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The Keepsake for 1836. Edited by the Hon. Mrs. Norton. 


The name that honours this splendid Annual is an earnest for every 
thing good, as the editress is a type of every thing that is beautiful and 
accomplished. The great excellence of this volume is, that this lady 
has herself contributed so much to it. There are two tales of the deep. 
est pathos, told with her peculiar grace of manner. “ Count Rodolph’s 
Heir” is a tale of woman's devotion and of hate, the offspring of the 
deepest love. It is touchingly tragical, and will long hang darkly in the 
memory of the reader. “ The Artist’s Love” is a noble vindication of 
the nobility of nature, and greatly honourable to the writer, as she justly 
claims to be of that class to whom admission cannot be purchased by 
mere talents. Her poetry is also of a very superior order. <A lady who 
writes so well herself, the reader may suppose will admit of nothing in. 
ferior in her collection. Such is the case. Among other excellent arti- 
cles, there is a very graphic description of a Fire at Sea, by Captain 
Chamier, told in a peculiarly animated style. With the other contributors, 
we also find the names of Samuel Rogers, the Author of “ Peter Simple,” 
Thomas Moore, Mr. Bernal, and Miss Landon. The articles from the 
pens of all these writers, who have earned a well-deserved fame, are in 
their best manner. Whatever Annual may compete with, we feel assured 
that none will surpass, it. 





Yarns for the Long Shore Folk, consisting of Land and Sea Tales. 


By the O_p SatLor. Author of “Tough Yarns,” &c. 2 Vols. , 


Illustrated by G. CRUIKSHANK. 


We have received these yarns so Jate in the month, that we have really 
no time to expatiate upon them. We have read them. We could not 
help it. If any of them are once begun, there will be no ease to the mind, 
until they be fairly unravelled. We will briefly state what the reader 
has to expect, when he takes up these interesting volumes. The first tale 
that will be offered to him is entitled the “ Farmer’s Daughter.” It is 
founded upon an historical basis, and has many of the beauties of Walter 
Scott, without his sustained excellence. It is, however, a very superior 
and excicing tale. “ The Farmer’s Daughter” is followed by a pathetic 
and West Indian tale, with the singular, yet most appropriate, title of “I 
Drink to Heads.” Our ebony brethren of Africa are the principal actors 
in this pathetic drama. Their manners, and their language, are admirably 
hit off. What “I Drink to Heads” means, we will not tell our readers. 
It is a mystery that they must solve, by getting possession of the book. 
The longest and the principal story, is a nautical one, known by the name 
of “ The Warlock.” On this, the author has exhausted all his care, and 
employed all his energies. It is really a very superior work. The plot 
is original and striking, the characters well delineated, and well sustained; 
but there is much that is improbable in the verisimilitude of the two 
brothers. This sacrificing the vraisemblable to effect is a vice, of which 
we hardly thought our Old Sailor would have been guilty. There is a 
naval romance coming out by another hand, in which the coincidences 
between the ideas of the two authors are very singular. Neither party can 
be the pirate, as they are unknown to each other. 





The Battle of the Annuals. A Fragment. 
A good idea, indifferently worked out. 
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The Works of William Cowper, his Life and Letters. By W Hay- 
LEY, Esq. Now first completed by the Introduction of Cowper's 


Private Correspondence Edited by the Rev. T. S. Grimsuawe, 
A.M,, &c. 


This beautifui edition is now made complete, by the appearance of it 
fifth volume, which did not come out in the natural order of publication 
It is embellished by a frontispiece view of ‘ Mundesley,” Norfolk, spiri. 
tedly engraved by W. Finden, after a picture of great merit by Hardin 
“Weston House” is a sweet rural spot, sweetly portrayed. ‘The uni- 
versal approbation of the public press, has stamped that high character 
upon this edition, that it can defy censure, and praise is merely a work of 
superfluity. It is a perfect edition, which none other can possibly be. 


Supplement to Captain Sir John Ross's Narrative of a Second Voyage 
in the Victory, in Search of a North-West Passage ; containing the 
Suppressed Facts necessary to a proper understanding of the Failure 
of the Steam Navigation of the Victory, and a just appreciation of 
Captain Sir John Ross's character as an Officer and a Man of 
Science. By Joun BRalruwalte. 


Not having noticed or received Sir John’s work, it would not be deco- 
rous on our parts to give any opinion on the merits of this Supplement. 
We merely mention this, that the author may not accuse us of any want 
of courtesy. 





The Picture of Dublin; or, Stranger’s Guide to the Irish Metropolis: 
containing an Account of every Object and Institution worthy of 
Notice ; together with a brief Description of the surrounding Coun- 
try and its Geology. 


This is a very superior book of its kind, and a pleasant companion to 
any who may be disposed to visit the Irish capital. There is in this 
volume more attention paid to the plates than is usual in works of this 
descriptive ; and many parts of the volume are more than merely de- 
scription, for they are very scientific. The map of the city is large and 
extremely well executed. In fact, this publication altogether has our de- 
cided recommendation. 





The Comet: in four Parts, §c. With the History of Halley's Comet 
for the space of Two Thousand and Forty-one Years. Illustrated 
and explained by Tables, Diagrams, §c. By Joun SEARLE. 


A very foolish and superstitious book, by a very learned man. A short 
treatise, in which the reader will find a strange mixture of poetry, divi 
nity, astronomy, theory, hypothesis, speculation, sense, and absurdity, 
very apt to the present time for many reasons. Amidst all this confusion, 
Mr. Searle has shown lights, and pointed out leading marks, that others 
may follow up to the most important conclusions. We certainly would 
say to our friends, read the work—always provided that they are not 
easily frightened by astrological denunciations. In this respect, Halley's 
comet has been most villainously used by Mr. Searle. 











116 Notices of New Works. 


° 


What is Phrenology? Its Evidence and Principles familiarly Con- 
sidered. By Epwin Saunpers, Author of “ Five Minutes Ad- 
vice on the Care of the Teeth.” 


As this science is rapidly ey ground, and drawing the thoughts of 
most men who think, towards it, this well-written little treatise appears 
very opportunely. It merely lays down principles without going into 
detail, thus lea ing the way to the study of more voluminous works on 
the subject. The little that is done, is excellently well done, and shows 
that the author is completely the master of his subject. As, in every 
company, at least once in the evening, the interesting subject of phreno- 
logy is started, this book should be made familiar to every one unac- 
quainted with the larger treatises. It will give the reader a good con- 
versational power over the whole matter. 





The Angler's Souvenir. By P. Fisner, Esq. Assisted by several 
Eminent Piscatory Characters. With Illustrations by Beckwitu 
and 'ToPpHAM. 


An Annual for the lovers of the rod and line! And why not? The 
one before us is well baited, and we think that the public will bite. It 
is got up neatly, and is elegantly embellished. There is not much novelty 
in the piscatory instructions; but they are interspersed with episodes 
that are written with a sly, quiet humour, and not without occasional 
flashes of a sterling wit. Angling, when a passion, is mostly an old gen- 
tlemanly one—coming in with avarice and the gout—therefore, the pub- 
lishers of this work have not been judicious in printing it in so small and 
so faintatype. To all past fifty, it must be read with spectacles on 
nose. 





The Parent's Cabinet of Amusement and Instruction. 


We find that this varied and useful publication is, for the present, about 
to be discontinued, not for want of an encouraging success, (of this we 
are sure,) but solely on account of the conductors having their attention 
called to other (to them) more important concerns. Already there have 
appeared six volumes. This, the last, is in no manner inferior to any of 
the preceding ones, and is an elegant combination of the useful with the 
agreeable. 
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A Manual of Entomology, from the German of Dr. Hermann Bur- 
miester. By W. E. SHucknarp, M.E.S. With additions by the 
Author, and Original Notes and Plates by the Translator. 


This double number, containing parts thirteen and fourteen, treats 
upon the physiology of the respiration, the circulation of the blood, the 
metamorphosis, and the muscular motion of insects, and treats upon all 


these various branches excellently. We have often before given this pub- 
lication its just meed of praise ; if we do not repeat our eulogiums, it 
is not because it ceases to deserve them, but because it is unnecessary. 











A 














TIN RE A ne 











List of New Publications. 117 


The Squib Annual of Poetry, Politics, and Personalities. 


Squibs are Annuals by prescriptive and historical right. The failure 
of the gunpowder under the otal of Lords has been the occasion 
of an immense consumption of gunpowder ever since. But the Squib 
is a very modest title for this little work. It is an assemblage of 
brilliant fireworks; we have not only squibs, with their fiz and their 
bounce, but mines with their blows up, Catherine wheels, as full of tor- 
ture as that upon which the fair saint was pinned; and we may add, 
that there is no want of crackers in almost every page. Brougham and 
Vaux, as Guy Vaux, is very happy. He certainly is as sincere in his 
wishes to blow up the House as his celebrated prototype. Spring Rice 
must be quite in spirits with the praise bestowed upon his gin palaces. 
It is impossible to go through the whole of this work in our limited 
space ; all we can say is, that it fizzes and bounces at every body, Whig, 
Tory, or Radical, without mercy, but not without wit, for it is full of 
keenness and satire. All will be delighted but those who are burnt—this 
is the case in all exhibitions of fireworks. We congratulate the writer 
or writers upon their talent, and we shall be most anxious to meet them 
again on the next fifth of November. 


——— ee 


History: or the Juvenile Traveller. A faithful Delineation of a 
Voyage across the Atlantic, in a New York Packet, &c. &c. By the 
Wife of a British Officer. 


This is a pleasing and intelligently-written little affair, that would form 
a suitable Christmas present to well-disposed little girls and boys. It 
contains also that plain and unobtrusive piety which ought to be made 
not only familiar but loveable to childhood. We know that the descriptive 
parts of her work are true, and as there is in them nothing like ostentation 
they are as pleasing as they are true. The book is good. 


LIST OF NEW PUBLICATIONS. 


The English Bijou Almanack, for 1856; with Poetical Illustrations. By L. E. L. 
Containing an Almanack, and other useful and entertaining information for the 
ensuing year. With six Portraits of Eminent Personages, each accompanied 
with Poetical Illustrations, by L. E. L. 

Manual of Ancient Geography. By A. H. Heeren, 12mo, 2s. 6d. 

Literary Works of Sir Joshua Reynolds, with Memoir. By H. W, Beechey, 2 
vols. foolscap 8vo. 16s, 

Flowers of Loveliness. Edited by the Countess of Blessington. Imperial 4to, 
1/, 11s. 6d. 

My Aunt Pontypool. 3 vols. post 8vo, 11. 11s.6d. 

Fables and Tales ; suggested by the Frescos of Pompeii and Herculaneum. By W. 
B, Le Gros, 4to. 11. 4s. , 

The Keepsake. Edited by the Hon, Mrs. Norton. With 19 Engravings, 11. 1s, ; 
royal 8vo. India proofs, 2/. 12s, 6d. é 

Margaret Ravenscroft ; or, Second Love. By J. A. St. John. 3 vols. post 8vo. 
il. 11s, 6d, 

Dissent Unscriptural and Unjustifiable; a Third Letter to the Rev. J. Pye Smith, 
D.D. By Sam. Lee, D.D. 8vo. 3s. 6d, we 

Some Remarks on the Code of International Signals. By H.C. Phillips. Bvo. 1s, 

Agricultural Distress ; a Second Letter to G. KR. Robinson, Esq. M.P. By ao 
Farmer’s Daughter. 8vo. 6d. 
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The Loseley Manuscripts, MS, and other Documents relating to English History, 
&c. preserved in the Muniment Room of J. M. Molyneux, Esq. With Notes, 
by A. J. Kempe, Esq. 8vo. 11. 1s. 

Milton’s Life and Works. Edited by Sir Egerton Brydges. 6 vols. foolscap 8vo. 
11. 10s. 

The Squib Annual ; or, Poetry, Politics, and Personalities, for 1836. 19 Designs 
by Seymour. 18mo, 5s. 

Narrative of a Voyage Round the World. By T. B. Wilson, M.D. 8vo. 19s, 

Municipal Corporation Act. By R.C. Sewell. 12mo, 7s. 

The New Year's Token for 1836. 12mo. 6s. 

Pencillings by the Way. By N. P. Willis, Esq. 3 vols. post 8vo. 11. 11s. 6d. 

Holman’s Travels, Vol. IV. 8vo. 14s. 

The Rev. T. Scott’s Commentary on the Bible. 3 vols, imp, 8vo. with 84 Illus- 
trations. 4/1. 10s. 

A Familiar History of Birds: their Nature, Habits, and Instincts. By the Rev. 
E. Stanley. 2 vols. foolscap 8vo. 7s. 

Minerals and Metals ; their Natural History and Uses in the Arts, with an Account 
of Mines. 18mo. 2s. 6d. 

Recollections of the Private Life of Lafayette. By M. J. Cloquet, M.D. 8vo. 12s, 

Manual of Practical Midwifery. By J. Reid, M.D. 24mo. 5s. 6d. 

Popery in Alliance with Heathenism. By John Poynder, Esq. Second edition. 
Bvo. 3s. 6d. 

Macdougal’s Improved System of Short Hand. 18mo, 2s. 6d. 

Spark’s Library of American Biography, Vol. 1V. 12mo. 4s. 

Poems of a Traveller. By the Rev. T. Hartley. Foolscap 8vo. 3s. 

The Roman Catholic Church in Scotland. By J.P. Lawson, M.A. 12mo, 4s. 6d. 

History of the United States of North America. By J. Grahame, Esq. 4 vols, 
Bvo. 21, 10s. 

The Little Library: Natural History of Birds. Illustrations by T. Landsver. 
Square, 4s, 

Jardine’s Naturalist’s Library, Vol. XI. Deer. 12mo. 6s. 

An Analysis of Parliamentary Proceedings of the Session of 1835. By H, Deacon, 
8vo. 7s. 6d. 

Pure Gold, from the Rivers of Wisdom. 32mo. 1s. 6d. 

The Excitement for 1836. 7th Series. 18mo. 4s. 6d. 

Lovette, the Daughter of a Canadian Nun. By the Rev. G. Bourne. 18mo. 2s. 

Archbishop Whateley’s Sermons at Dublin. 8vo. 10s. 6d. 

Wallace’s Additional Observations on Brougham’s Theology. Post 8vo. 3s. 6d. 

Ramble on ; or, Dialogue the Second, between Warner Search and Peter Peeradeal. 
Post 8vo. 3s. 6d. 

Tales of the English :—the Knevets, By Emily Taylor. Foolscap 8vo. 4s. 6d. 

Prometheus of A’schylus, and Electra of Sophocles. Translated by G. C. Fox, 
Esq. 8vo. 8s. 6d. 





LITERARY NEWS.—WORKS IN PROGRESS. 


Two of the most popular works of the season have appeared within the last few 
days, we allude to Mr. Bulwer’s “‘ Rienzi, the Last of the Tribunes,” and Mr. 
Grattan’s ‘* Agnes de Mansfeldt.”’ 

Captain Marryat’s ‘“‘ Japhet, in Search of a Father,” will be ready about the 10th 
instant. From the interest excited by the portions of it which have appeared in our 
pages there can be little doubt but that as a separate publication this work will be- 
come as popular as the Captain’s former productions, “ Peter Simple,” and “ Jacob 
Faithful,” of each of which Three Editions have already appeared. 

The success attending the publication of that beautiful work, the “‘ Book of Gems,” 
has been almost unprecedented. We believe that the talent of fifty-three artists 
was never before employed in the production of a single volume. 

The novel published under the piquant title of «« My Aunt Pontypool,” is pro- 
nounced to be excellent ; although appearing anonymously, it is evidently from the 
pen of a practised and experienced writer. 

The beautiful edition of Mr. Grimshawe’s ‘‘ Life and Complete Works of Cow- 
per,” is now concluded, it appears, most opportunely for the Christmas season, as 
no work could be selected, better calculated for a Present, or a New Year's Gift. 
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De Tocqueville’s able work on “ Democracy in America,” is exciting considerable 
attention in the reading circles. 

‘Mr. Lodge’s Peerage for 1836” is just issued; ‘tis a work of singular accuracy, 
and has the advantage of the latest changes, the entire type being kept standing, so 
that alterations may be introduced with the greatest facility ; its information on the 
collateral branches of the Peerage is most copious. 

Captain Glascock’s new work, ‘“‘ The Naval Service,” is on the eve of publication, 

Mr. Bulwer’s beaugfully written Essays, “The Student,” we observe have already 
reached a Second Edifion. 

«The Poetry of Life,” which bas just appeared, and which has been so favourably 
received, is from the pen of Miss Stickney, author of ‘* Pictures of Private Life,” 

An interesting little work is on the eve of appearing, by the Author of “ Five 
Minutes’ Advice on the Care of the Teeth,” entitled, “ What is Phrenology?” in 
which the evidence and principles of the science are familiarly stated and explained, 

The Literary Remains of S, Taylor Coleridge, vols. I, and I], Edited by Henry 
Nelson Coleridge. 

Mr. Theodore Hook's novel, “ Gilbert Gurney,” is on the eve of its appearance, 

G. Hoffinger’s Life of the late Austrian Emperor, Joseph I1.; Menzel's German 
History ; and Maurer’s History of Greece are announced to appear in translations 
from the German. 

The Narrative of Captain Back’s Overland Expedition to the North Pole, will 
be brought out in a cheaper form, and with greater expedition than any of the pre- 
vious Arctic Journals. 

A Campaign with the Guerillas during the present War in Spain. By Mr, Hen- 
ningsen, an English Officer, who served for eighteen months under Zumalacarreguy 
up to the time of his death, 

The Dispatches and Correspondence of the Marquess Wellesley, while Governor- 
General of India, Ambassador in Spain, and Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland ; with the 
Letters of Pitt, Canning, Grattan, Lords Grenville, Grey, Castlereagh, Clive, 
Cornwallis, &c. &c. 

An Epitome of Volumes I. and II. of Niebuhr’s History of Rome, By Travers 
Twiss, B.C.L. 

A History of Rome. By Thomas Keightley. 

The Prophketical Character and Inspiration of the Apocalypse considered. By 
G. Pearson, B.D. 

Paley's Evidences of Christianity Epitomised. 

A new edition of the History of Modern Wines. By Cyrus Redding. With 
additions. &c. 

The Rev. E, Sidney, Author of ‘“ The Life of Rowland Hill,” &c. announces 
«« Mature Reflections and Devotions of that Individual, in bis Old Age.” 

By subscription, in one volume, post 8vo., price 12s., “‘ A Hebrew and English 
Dictionary to the Book of Psalms, with References to the Authorised Version, ac- 
companied by an Index of every Hebrew word as it occurs in the Text; to which 
will be added, the Hebrew Psalter, with Points ; printed to correspond, in Chapter 
and Verse, with the English authorised Version.” 

Also, by subscription, in one thick volume, 8vo., price 18s., “‘ Robertson’s Key 
to the Pentateuch ; or, an Analysis of all the Hebrew Words in the Five Books 
of Moses ; accompanied by the Greek Septuagint, and the English authorised 
Versions,” 

A member of the aristocracy has a work in the press, founded on facts, entitled, 
“ The Bar Sinister; or, Memoirs of an Illegitimate,” to be published about Christ- 
mas, in two vols. post 8vo. 

The Rev. John Aiton has now ready for publication, “ The Life and Times of 
the Rey. Alexander Henderson,” giving a complete history of the second refor- 
mation of the church of Scotland, and of the covenanters during the reign of 
Charles the First. Hote 

Those interested in the trade with China will be pleased to hear that a British 
merchant, resident in Canton, has a work nearly ready, entitled, ** An Address to 
the People of Great Britain,” explanatory of our commercial relations with the 
empire of China, and of the means by which they may with facility be extended, 

The Author of “ Sketches of Corfu’’ bas a work in the press, under the title of 
« Evenings Abroad ; being Sketches of Manners and Scenery gleaned during a 
Continental Tour; with Historical Notices, Tales, and Legends of the places 
visited,”’ 
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NEW MUSIC. 


We have received some excellent music from Mr. Falkner, which shall be duly 
noticed in our next number. ' 


c 





FINE ARTS. 


Heath's Book of Beauty for 1836. Edited by the Counress or Biesstneron. 


The van of these beauties is nobly led by a portrait of Lady Augusta Baring 
painted by that clever artist, Chalon, R.A., and exquisitely engraved by Ryall. 
Her style of loveliness is perfectly regal, awing whilst it captivates, ‘ The Lady 
Ashley ” is touching, with a bewitching simplicity, and the fair-haired “ Caroline ” 
is the beauty of a heroine of romance. ‘ Lady Caroline Manse” is arch, and very 
lovely asa gipsey. There is no engraving inferior to this in the book. In the 
portrait of “ Lady Agnes Byng” there is much of the look of high-bred fashion, 
still more of intellect. About the ‘* Dilemma” we have no doubts—she is charm- 
ing. If we mention no more of these rich specimens of talent, the reader is not 
to suppose that they are not deserved. There is not a beauty booked for this 
‘* Book of Beauty” that has not some exquisite characteristic peculiarly its own. 
Every Englishman must turn over these leaves with as much pride as admiration, as 
he views what perfect specimens of loveliness his country can boast of, 


Switzerland. By Wit11am Beartiez, M.D. Graduate of the University 
of Edinburgh, Member of the Royal College of Physicians, London, 
&c. &c. Illustrated by a Series of Views, taken expressly for this 
Work, by W. H. Barruert, Esq. Part XVII. 


This publication still proceeds triumphing—a strong phrase, but a strictly correct 
one. ‘This, the 17th number, commences with a “ View of Thun,” beautifully en- 
graved by Wallis. It represents a quiet, rural, and apparently happy scene, made 
animating by the introduction of several appropriate figures. “The Lake of 
Brientz, with the Gesbach Cascade,” is one of those sublime spectacles that Swit- 
zerland only can produce. Both the artists employed upon it have done it justice. 
“ The Pissevache Cascade,” a twilight view, is inimitably executed, and is a view 
of wild and solitary grandeur. ‘“ The Baths of Gervais” is an extremely pictu- 
resque plate, and worthy of its companions. The doctor's letter-press sustains its 
high character, and is at once refined, dignified, and nicely-adjusted in all its vari- 
eties to the subject-matter. 


The Keepsake for 1836. Edited by the Hon. Mrs. Norton. 


The frontispiece to this collection of gems is entitled “‘ The Brighton Beauty,” 
and is a bewitching portrait of one infinitely more bewitching—Miss F e. The 
world should feel much obliged by perpetuating ever so faint a resemblance of a 
beauty, that nature deigns only to produce about once in an age. We will not say 
that she is in the habit of breaking moulds such as produced this countenance, but 
she uses them very sparingly. The vignette title-page, a view of Villa Reale, is 
good. ‘ The Last Look,” by Paris, is one on which we would never wi'lingly 
look our last, Of “ Camilla’? we cannot speak quite so favourably. ‘‘ The Smug- 
gler’s Boat,” the frontispiece to Moonshine, is a spirited view, exquisitely engraved, 
and ‘* The Favourite Flower,” after Stothard, is one of that artist’s best attempts. 





“ Count Rodolph’s Wife” tells the tale that it is meant to illustrate admirably—it 
is by Leslie, R.A, The two views of “ A Fire at Sea,” and of a ship being wrecked, 
are both in Turner's happiest manner, though, we must say, that he does not rig 
his ships so well as he paints them, We must not omit to notice with due appro- 
bation “ The Escape of Fenella,” by Chalon, R.A.: it is in all points good, and 
the artist's talent has been ably seconded by the engraver. ‘‘ Fashion’s Idol,” and 
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the ‘ Hindu Girl,” will afford pleasure in being studied. Than that which this 
Annual affords, there could not be a more convincing proof of the rapidly-advancing 
state of the various arts that are requisite to produce a splendid engraving. 


Finden’s Landscape Illustrations of the Bible, consisting of Views of the 
most Remarkable Places mentioned in the Old and New Testaments. 
From finished Drawings by Stanrietp, Turner, Cauccorr, and other 
eminent Artists. Made from Original Sketches taken on the Spot, with 
agama of the Plates, by the Rev. Tuomas Hanrweut Horne, 


This twentieth part contains, firstly, a view of the olive trees now standing in 
the garden of Gethsemane, with a part of the walls of Jerusalem, Report says, 
that these olive trees were in existence at the time of Christ: it must be therefore 
to the Christian a very interesting engraving. It is good as a work of art. The 
second plate represents the arched streets in the city of Jerusalem,—a very pic- 
turesque scene, and giving a correct notion of what the interior of that city of holy 
associations really is. Subsequent to this is a wide champaign view of where was 
once Laodicea, one of the seven churches—a beautiful engraving. The part closes 
with a vignette view of the ‘‘ Entrance to Petra,” the most romantic of the whole. 
Altogether, this is a very superior number. 


Illustrations of the New Testament, from Original Paintings, made ex- 
pressly by R. Wesraun, Ese. R.A. and Joun Martin, Ese.; with 
Descriptions by the Rev. Hopartr Caunrer, B.D. 


The above able artists having completed their illustrations of the Old, they have 
now, in this first part, placed before the public their illustrations of the New. Well 
as the wood-cuts have been executed in all the former numbers, we have always 
expressed our opinion that they never did the remotest justice to the very skilful 
painters that furnished the subjects. Not that the cuts were bad in themselves, for 
the reverse is our opinion of them ; but from the very limited capabilities of the art of 
engraving on vie The same remarks will apply to the present continuation ; yet 
is each part extremely valuable for the small sum that it costs, only twelvepence for 
eight impressions, and as many well-written explanations. 


THE COMMERCIAL RELATIONS OF THE COUNTRY. 


Tunes remain much in the same state as when we last addressed our 
readers. ‘The West Indian trade, as must oy be supposed, is de- 
clining ; that with the East, thus far, looks well. In the Mediterranean 
there is nothing fresh, and the occupation of a art of the African coast 
by Europeans, does not seem to have given much impetus to commerce. 
If the French would act wisely, that is, beneficially for themselves and 
the rest of the world, they would immediately make Algiers a free port, 
unreservedly and completely free. We have had lately great arrivals of 
merchandize in the port of London; but we are sorry to remark, all, or 
almost all of it, in foreign bottoms. Our shipping interest is in a state of 
torpor. The expected rupture between France and America cannot involve 
Europe in a general war, and may be, nay, must be, beneficial to our 
carrying trade, as neutrals. Of our internal trade, we cannot say much 
that is favourable. Agriculture languishes dreadfully, and our vast accu- 
mulated capital finds no adequately remunerative employment. Every 
body appears poor, yet money 1s in abundance. 


Dee. 1835.—vVoL. XIV.—"NO.7 LVI. K 
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PRICES OF THE PUBLIC FUNDS, 
On Tuesday, 24th of November. 


ENGLISH STOCKS. 


Bank Stock, 210 half —Consols for Account, 
91 half.—Three per Cent., Reduced, 90 three- 
eighths.—Three and a Half per Cent., Re- 
duced, 98 seven-eighths.— Exchequer Bilis, 13s. 
—India Bonds, 3 p. 


FOREIGN STOCKS, 


Brazilian, 1824, Five per Cent., 85.—Co- 
lumbian, (1824,) Six per Cent., 32. three- 
quarters.—Dutch Two and a Half per Cent., 
55 three-eighths.— Mexican, Six per Cent., 38, 
half.—Spanish, (Cortes) 48 three-quarters, 


Money Marker.—lIn the early part of the last month, all the Securities, foreign 
as well as domestic, looked up. The Accountant General purchased Stock, Consols, 
for the West Indian claims at 91} at the early part of the month, and half a million 
at the latter part for 913. Both the Portuguese and Spanish Securities have im- 
proved; and, at this date, the Money Market is everywhere firm, The railway 
mania is increasing. We think that many of these speculations will turn out 


bubbles. 





BANKRUPTS, 


FROM OCTOBER 27, TO NOVEMBER 20, 1835, INCLUSIVE. 


Oct. 27.—T. C. Greatovex, Charies Street, 
Grosvenor Square, picture dealer.—J. Arnell, 
Edward Street, Hampstead Road, corn met- 
chant.—B. Angie, Castle Tavern, Moorfields, 
licensed victuailer.—J. Taylor, Charles Sireet, 
Grosvenor Square, coal merchant.—G. L. Hat- 
chinson, Essex Street, Strand, lodging house- 
keeper. — H. Redhead, Kingston-upon-Hal!, 
linen draper.—R. W. Stephens, Wood Street, 
Cheapside, warehouseman.—J. M‘Gowan, Ger- 
rard Street, Soho, button maker.—N. Shaw, 
Manchester, leather factor.—J. Green, Liver- 
pool, ship chandler.—G, P. Ditchfield, Liver- 
pool, grocer,—R, Miller, Norwich, tobacconist, 
—W. Dixon, Scarborough, draper. 

Oct. 30.—C. Flight, St. James’s Street, tailor. 
—R. Neble, Jun., Upper Belgrave Place, Pim- 
lico, corn chandler.—J. Topp, Charles Street, 
Commercial Road, East, coal dealer.—W. and 
J. Holman, Devonport, drapers.—R. S. Saxby, 
Chingford, Essex, miller.—S. Stocker, Baptist 
Mills, Gloucester, victualler.—W. Davies and 
M. Davies, Oswestry, Salop, timber merchants, 

Nov. 3.—T. S. Fiude, Trinity Square, wine 
broker.—H. Rich, Lime Street, city, tea bro- 
ker.~-D. Frazer, Finsbury Sauare, ship owner, 
—W. Polley, Union Street southwark, boot 
and shoe maker.—W. Davis and M. Davies, 
Oswestry, Salop, timber . -rchants.—J. Lyn. 
ton, Cambridge, innkeeper.—R. C. Heigham, 
Lakenham, Norwich, beer brewer.—W. Hen- 
derson, West Bromechurch, Staffordshire, iron 
master.— W. Haghes, Cheltenham, hotel keeper. 
—H. Coates, Colchester, cattle dealer.—J. S. 
Sharpe, East Retford, spirit merchant. 

Nov. 6.—W. W. Pierce, Northampton ca- 
binet maker.—J. Greenhill, West Hamfrith, 
Forest Gate, near Stratford, Essex, farmer.—G. 
Baker, Birmingham, auctioneer.—S. Robinson, 


Salford, Lancashire, flax spinner.—T. Bishton, 
Kilsale, Shropshire, iron master. 

Jow. 10.—W. Rogers, Watford, Hertford- 
shire, salesman.—G. Newman, Beulah Spa, 
Norwood, Surrey, wine merchant.—J. Gibson, 
Northwich, Cheshire tavern keeper.—J. Wat- 
son, Leeds, brewer —W. Weare, Leeds, tur- 
ner.—J. Beanland, Bradford, Yorkshire, timber 
merchant.—W. Shack, Jan., Worcester, glove 
manufacturer. 

Nov. 13.—W. F. Ogilvy, Oxford Street, gro- 
cer.—W. Llewellyn, Cow Cross, iron founder.— 
T. Parnell, Plymouth, draper.—W. Bishop, 
Cheltenham, mercer. 

Nov. 17.—B. Ridge, Birmingham, general 
factor.—J. Bevil, Harleyford Place, Kenning- 
ton, auctioneer.—A. Molony, Sherrard Street, 
Soho, wine merchant.—W. H. Guy, Stroud, 
Gloucestershire, woollen draper.—R. Barber, 
Cambridge, grocer.—C. Cooper, Liverpool, gro- 
cer.—J. Garrett, New Road, Brighton, builder. 
—T. Ainsworth, Liverpool, victualier.—J. W. 
Gough, Dursley, Gloucestershire, stationer.— 
J. Gribble, Ashburton, Devonshire, scrivener. 
—R. Lubbock, Great Yarmouth, ship builder. 
—C. Bond and W. Bond, Birmingham, factors, 
—J. Heap, Manchester, machine maker.—E. 
V. Blyth and C. A, Kell, Birmingham, factors. 
—J. Turley, Bilston, Staffordshire, ironmaster, 

Nov. 20.—J. Jermain, Air Street, Piccadilly, 
bill broker. -- J. Wilson, Liverpool Street, 
Bishopsgate, upholsterer.—E. Farrar, Guild- 
ford Street, St. Pancras, apothecary.—S. Strong, 
Oxford Street, draper.—S. T. Probett, Derby, 
printer.—W. Carr, New Malton, Yorkshire, 
linen draper.—T. Bloomer, Cradley, Stour- 
bridge, nail ironmonger.—W. W. Jenkins, 
Birmingham, brass founder. 
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NEW PATENTS. 


' 
: 
, 


J. Spiller, of Battersea, Surrey, Engineer, for an improvement or improvements 
upon boilers for generating steam, or heating water or other fluids for useful pur- 
poses. September 24th, 6 months. 

W.S. Henson, of Chard, Somerset, Machinist, for certain improvements in cer- 
tain machinery used for making bobbin net lace for the purpose, by such improve- 
ments, of making certain kinds of ornamented net or lace with such machinery. 
October ist, 6 months. 

E. Hoare, of Stonehouse, Gloucester, Clothier, for a method of preventing the 
darkness of colour which frequently occurs near the lists, as compared with the 
colour of the middle of woollen cloths, in the process of heating them in water or 
by steam on rollers. October 1st, 6 months. 

J. Bullough, of Blackburn, Lancaster, Mechanic, for certain improvements in 
hand-looms and power-looms. October 1st, 6 months. 
¢g C. P. Devaux, of Fenchurch Street, in the City of London, Merchant, for certain 

improvements in smelting iron stone or iron ore, Communicated by a foreigner re- 
siding abroad. October 8th, 6 months. 

A. Howard, of Stockport, Chester, Cotton Spinner, and J, Scattergood, of Man- 

chester, Lancashire, Machine Broker, for improvements in looms for weaving, whe- 
J ther worked by hand or by power, October 8th, 6 months. 

T. Jevons, of Liverpool, Lancashire, Merchant, for certain improved machinery to 
be used in manufacturing bar or wrought-iron into shoes for horses, and also into 
shapes for other purposes. Communicated by a foreigner residing abroad. October 
8th, 6 months. ; 

R. Jupe, of New Bond Street, in the Parish of Saint George, Hanover Square, 
Middlesex, Upholsterer, for improvements in ornamental desert, flower, and other 
stands. October 9th, 6 months. 

J. W. Fraser, of Ludgate Hill, in the City of London, Artist, for improvements 
in raising weights or substances from below to the surface of the water. October 
15th, 6 months. 

J. Bird, of Birmingham, Warwick, Gentleman, for an improved method of mak- 
ing and compounding printer’s ink, paints, and other pigments, October 15th, 
6 months. 

S. Draper, of Basford, Nottingham, Lace Manufacturer, for improvements in 
producing plain or ornamental weavings. October 15th, 6 months, 

D. Mushet, of Coleford, in the Parish of Newland, Gloucester, Iron Master, for 
a certain improvement in the art of making or manufacturing bar-iron or malleable 
iron, October 22nd, 6 months. 
he S. Holt, of Ludgate Hill, in the City of London, Gentleman, for certain improve- 
ments applicable to fire-arms. October 22nd, 6 months. 

R. Barber, of Leicester, Cotton Winder, for an improvement in reels for reeling. 
October 22nd, 6 months. 

S. Slocum, of the New Road, St. Pancras, Middlesex, Engineer, for improve- 
ments in machinery for making pins. October 22nd, 6 months, 

J. Dyer, of Mark Lane, in the City of London, Merchant, for improvements in 
the materials used for fining or clarifying liquids. Communicated by a foreigner re- 
siding abroad. October 22nd, 6 months. 

W. Patterson, of Dublin, Gentleman, for an improvement in converting hides and 
skins into leather by the application of matter obtained from a material not hitherto 
e used for that purpose, October 22nd, 6 months. rie 

J. Baring, of Bishopsgate Street, in the City of London, Esquire, for a machine 

for combing or brushing wool, flax, and other fibrous materials, into teeth set in a 
cylinder, or otherwise, for the purpose of separating the longer from the shorter 
fibre, Communicated by a foreigner residing abroad. October 23rd, 6 months. 

J. Walton, of Sowerby Bridge, in the Parish of Halifax, York, Frizer, for certain 

improvements for dressing, finishing, and setting the face on woollen or other cloths 
requiring such process. October ¢3rd, 6 months. : ; 

G. Baxter, of Charter House Square, Middlesex, Engraver, for improvements in 

producing coloured steel-plate, copper-plate, and other impressions. October 23rd, 


6 months. 
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MONTHLY METEOROLOGICAL JOURNAL. 
Kept at Edmonton, Latitude 51° 37’ 32” N. Longitude 3’ 51” West of Greenwich. 


The warmth of the day is observed by means of a Thermometer exposed to the North in the 
shade, standing about four feet above the surface of the ground. The extreme cold of the night is 
ascertained by an horizontal self-registering Thermometer in a similar situation, The daily range 
of the Barometer is known from observations made at intervals of four hours each, from eight 
the morning till the same time in the evening. The weather and the direction of the wind are the 
result of the most frequent observations. The rain is measured every morning at eight o'clock. 


























Range Rain 
1835.| of in Prevailing Weather. 
Ther, Inches 
Oct. 
23) 48-38 |:29,69-29,53 ,325 |Generally clear, except the even. showers of rain,| 
24) 52-43 |29,67-29, 3225 |Generally cloudy, showers of rain in the aftern. | 
25| 55-37 |29,68-29, Morning overcast, rain from 1 till 8 o’clock p.m. 
26] 52-42 |20,39-29,23|S.W. & W.b.S.| ,725 | Morn. clear, aftern. cloudy, with a shower of rain. 
27) 49-36 |29,78-20,62 ,025 |Generally clear. [of rain, 
28) 48-30 |20.95-29 W. & S.W Generally clear, except the even., heavy showers 
20) 55-39 |29,98-29,84|S, & W. ,25 |Generally clondy, shower of rain in the night, 
30) 47-28 |30,12-39,08 .W. ,025 |General overcast, rain from 5 P.M. till 1 a.m. 
- $1| 57-44 |20,88-29,83] E.b.S.&N.b.E.) ,65 |Rain gen. all the morn., aftern.and even. overcast. 
ov. 
1} 46-36 |30,14-30,07|N.bDE.&W.bN. 05 |Morning overcast, afternoon and evening clear. 
2) 47-28 Generally clear, except the evening, overcast. | 
3) 48-42 |20,99-29,91 ‘ 25 |Rain from 6 till 8 a.M., aftern. and even. clear. | 
4) 43.38 Generally cloudy, a shower of rain in the night. 
5| 42-34 E.b. N.| ,05 |General overeast, except the evening. 
6 43-26 | Generally cloudy, shower of rain in the evening. 
7| 47-26 .| ,025 |General overcast, shower of rain in the aftern. ; 
8) 48-37 325 |Generally clear. [raining from 5 till 10 P.M, | 
9 41-36 General overcast, rain from 12 noon till 2 p.m. | 
10} 40-32 Generally cloudy. {otherwise clear. 
11 44-31 , General overcast, a few drops of rain at 1 o'clock, 
12) 45-33 ,025 |Morn. overcast, a shower of rain about 7 a.m. 
13, 43-33 | 30,27-30,25 N.bDE.a&N.bDW.) 05 [Rain gen. from 5 till 8 a.m., otherwise overcast, | 
14 44-33 | 


Generally cloudy, rain gen. from 1 till 4 PM. 
15, 46.37 |30,04-30,01] N. & N. b E.| ,025 |General overcast, few drops of rain in the morn. 
16 45-33 20,97-29,91 N 














. General overcast, rain generally from 9 till noon. 
17| 48-33 |29,87-20,83}W. & W. b.S. Generally cloudy. [wind very boisterous. 
18 54-40 20,78-29,65| W.b.S. General overcast, rain at times during the day, 
19 49-33 29,95-29,87) W.b.S. 075 |Generaliy clear. 
20 51-32 20,95.29,00| S.W. Morn. overcast, a few drops of rain about 9 A.M.) 
21 55-46 |29,85-29,84 S.W. Generally clondy, raining about 9 o’clock P.M. 
22 55-47 was 29,75 S.W. ,025 |General overcast, a shower of rain in the night. 








Avrora Borgatis.—On the evening of Wednesday, the 18th of November, we had a more 
intense light than I ever before remember to have seen from the Aurora Borealis, extending from 
the Western point of the horizon to the N.N.E.; the bank of cloud from which the light pro- 
ceeded was of a curved form, rising to the highest about due North. From eight till near mid- 
night, the light was at its maximum; during the whole time I observed no coruscation. 


Srots on THE Sun.—The nomerous and large spots at present on the solar disc, are well 
worthy of attention. Quomre:—has the disturbed state of the solar atmosphere during the past 


few days, any connexion with the perihelion passage of Halley’s Comet? which I have not seen 
since the 15th of November ? 


Edmonton. Cuartes Henry Avams. 





LEARNED SOCIETIES. 


We have great pleasure in announcing to the public, that the spirited and en- 
lightened inhabitants of Islington and its immediate neighbourhood, have recently 
established a union, under the name of ‘ The Islington Literary and Scientific 
Society.” We lend ourselves willingly to the views of the committee of this insti- 
tution, as they are desirous of making the institution more extensively known than 
they believe it to be at present, and to explain to their friends its claims on their 
consideration and support ; actuated as well by a desire that the inLabitants of Islington 
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should share with the members of the society in the present advantages of the esta- 
blishment, as that those advantages should be augmented by the assistance and 
co-operation of increased numbers. 

_On the merits of such societies generally the committee feel it unnecessary to 
dilate. The conveniences of select and well provided news-rooms—the pleasure of 
friendly intercourse and intellectual association—the amusement and instruction 
afforded by libraries of circulation and reference, museums of natural productions, 
and philosophical apparatus, readings and discussions, classes of experimental il- 
lustration, and public lectures ; all these appeal forcibly to the feelings and judg- 
ment of every one who enjoys any time unclaimed by the paramount duties o life, 
and has a taste for the pursuits of literature and science, or who may have an inte- 
rest in properly directing the energies of the youthful mind. The committee have 
an agreeable duty to perform in showing that this society, recent as is its foundation, 
holds already an honourable rank mong institutions of a similar kind. 

A ee number of the most respectable inhabitants of Islington are on the list of 
members, 


The reading rooms are commodious, and supplied with the leading daily, monthly, 
and quarterly publications. 


The library consists of upwards of 1,800 volumes of carefully selected and valu- 
able works, 

The museum is enriched with collections in various departments of natural history 
and science, and with philosophical apparatus, some portion of which is of very 
superior construction, ' 

The monthly meetings are rendered interesting by the reading of original essays, 
(previously approved by the Committee,) which are afterwards preserved on the 
records, and by discussions on subjects arising from such papers, or otherwise 
pointed out by the rules of the society. 

Classes have been formed for the study and experimental illustration of different 
branches of natural philosophy, and for the acquisition of the French language, and 
proper lectures will be periodically given, 


Linn&an Society.—Mr. Lambert in the chair. There was a very full attendance 
of members, this being the first meeting after the recess, A great number of books 
were presented ; among which were the ‘ Transactions’ of several scientific soci- 
eties, and the fifth rs ae of Professor Ledeborr’s splendid work on the plants of 
the Altai mountains. The chairman exhibited a branch and leaves of an arborescent 
species of dahlia, from Oaxaca, Mexico, said to grow to the height of fifty feet. 
There are living plants of it in the Liverpool Botanic Garden. Mr. Lambert also 
exhibited the root of a remarkable fern, ( Angiopteris erecta,) from the Society Islands, 
and used by the natives for food. The root weighed i4lbs. Read, a description ot 
some new species of Diopsis, a dipterous genus of insects, by Mr. Westwood ; also 
the commencement of a paper by Mr. Don, entitled, “ Descriptions of Indian Gen- 
tianew.” Mr. Lambert exhibited a coloured drawing of a new species of plantain, 
( Musa,) lately introduced from China by the Duke of Devonsbire, Read, “ A 
notice, by Mr. White, of an individual of the great black Woodpecker,” (Picus 
Martius, Linn,,) having been shot in 1834, at Billingford, near Scole Inn, Norfolk, 
The stuffed specimen is in the possession of Mr. Drake, a farmer of that place. 
The bird was shot in a moist natural wood, where the Rhamnus frangula and Vi- 
burnum opulus abound. Another of the same species was seen at the same time. 
These are the first that have been observed in England, The conclusion of Mr. 
Don’s account of Indian Gentianee was likewise read. 


Zootocicat Sociery.—At the usual monthly meeting, the balance in favour of 
the society on the ist of November was declared to be 762/, 4s. 1d. Upwards of 
8,000 persons visited the gardens in October. Among the accessions to the col- 
lection there during the last month, is a male specimen of that rare and interesting 
creature, the chimpanzee (Simia troglodytes.) Having received intelligence of its 
arrival at Bristol, the council despatched one of its chief keepers to Bristol to pur- 
chase it, in which he succeeded. The keeper then made arrangements for the con- 
veyance of his charge to London : and after some difficulty (owing to objections on 
the part of the coach proprietors to receive them), be succeeded in obtaining two 
inside places in one of the night coaches. The little fellow, the monkey, proved a 
good traveller, and reached the gardens in excellent health and spirits. He appears 
at present to be remarkably gentle and docile, very sensible of kindnesses shown to 
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him, and has become much attached to the old woman who acts as his nurse, and 
who assists the keeper in taking care of him. Capt. Wood, who brought him to this 
country, states that he is a native of Western Africa, was obtained on the coast south 
of Sierra Leone, and was captured up the interior of the country about the distance 
of one hundred miles. When first seen he was in the arms of his mother, who, 
unfortunately, was sacrificed in order to secure the young one, There was lately 
presented to the society, by H. B. Campbell, Fisq., a white variety of the blackbird 
(Turdus merula.) It is now living at the gardens; and we present the following 
notes respecting it. This curious specimen is of the common blackbird kind—the 
merle noir of Temminck. It is entirely white, including the plumage, beak, legs, 
and feet ; and was discovered near a farm-house, in the occupation of Mr. Owkam, 
at Bilsthorpe, Notts. There were two other young ones in the nest, the plumage of 
which, as well as that of the parent birds, was of the ordinary caste. The present 
specimen is a male bird: but though he has the quickly-repeated chirp, and all the 
habits of his kind, Nature, when she altered her regular course, and presented him 
with his snowy costume, seems therefore to have denied to him the usual vocal 
powers of his tribe, He is no warbler; but, from his frequent fruitless attempts, it 
may be inferred, that he feels the dear price at which he has been permitted to wear 
his novel and attractive plumage. 


Astronomicat Socrery.—Professor Airy, astronomer royal, in the chair. This 
was the first meeting of the season. The minutes of the last meeting of the past 
session were read by Mr. Epps. Among the papers included in these, was the com- 
munication made by the Philosophical Society at the Cape, through Sir Jobn Her- 
schel, for establishing synchronous meteorological observations throughout the 
world. The days recommended are, the 2ist of March, June, September, and 
October, as being nearest the equinoxes and solstices : the observations to be made 
hourly. A variety of papers were then read by Mr. De Morgan, viz. ‘* Observations 
on the right ascension and declination of Halley’s comet, made by Dr. Pearson on 
the 29th of October.” ‘These observations only exceed the maximum in the ephe- 
meris 30 min. A solution of one of Kepler’s problems by the angular calculus, by 
Professor Wallace. Observations on the occultations and eclipses of the stars ; 
made at Edinburgh in 1834-5, by Professor Henderson. Observations on the occul- 
tations of the fixed stars by the moon, seen at the Observatory of General Gordon, 
at Ardross. ‘To several of these papers we may revert, as occasion serves. ‘The 
Rev. Joseph Hunter was elected a fellow, and Captain Russell Manners was 
proposed 


Soctery or Antiquanies.—This society held their first meeting for the season, 
Mr. Amyot in the chair. A long list of presents in books, engravings, &e. was 
announced, Mr. Kempe exhibited a “ chart” of the lottery of 1561 ; considered 
to be an unique specimen; the bill is five feet in length by nineteen inches in 
breadth : it has at the top an impression of a boldly cut wood-block, twenty inches 
deep, representing the royal arms, the city of London, St. Paul’s Cathedral, with 
its lofty spire, the river, and the sun effulgent, and underneath the articles of plate, 
money, and tapestry constituting the prizes, are curiously displayed in several com- 
partments. This document is in the possession of James More Molineux, Esq., 
of Loseley, and a reduced copy of the wood-block forms the frontispiece to Mr. 
Kempe’s very interesting work on the Loseley manuscripts. Sir F. Madden commu- 
nicated a copy of the royal warrant, containing the particulars of the costly apparel 
and appointments of the Princess Elizabeth, daughter of James I., on her marriage 
with Frederic V. Elector Palatine, in 1613, He also noticed a grand masque per- 
formed on the occasion under the direction of Inigo Jones. 


Grotocicat Socrety.—Wednesday, the 4th of November, being the first even- 
ing of meeting for the session, the society assembled at its apartments in Somerset 
House, Mr. Murchison in the chair. A paper, by Dr. Buckland, was first read, on 
the discovery of the beaks of four extinct species of fishes, referable to the genus 
Chimera ; and found in the oolitic and cretaceous series of England. Some of these 
curious remains were presented to Dr. Buckland, about six years since, by _ 
Philip Egerton, who had discovered them in the Kimmeridge me b near Oxford ; 
but it was not until a recent visit to the museum at Leyden that the author ascer- 
tained their relation to the singular genus of fishes in which he has placed them. 
The paper was accompanied by an appendix, by Dr. Agassiz, describing the dis- 
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tinctive characters of each species, A communication, by Mr. Murchison, was 
hext read, containing an account of the quarry in the new red sandstone at Rhone 
Hill, near Dungannon, in which numerous ichthyolites (Paleoniscus catopterus, 
Agassiz) had been found, and of the geological structure of the adjacent district. A 
slab of the sandstone presented to the society by Mr. Greer, the proprietor of the 
quarry, wus laid upon the table, and exhibited on a surface not exceeding two feet 
square, impressions of above two bundred and fitty fishes. Mr. Agassiz afterwards 
gave a succinct account of his researches in English fossil fishes. The number of 
species which he has noticed amounts to about four hundred, of which three hundred 
are new; and he stated that the specimens, too imperfect to be described at present, 
announce the existence of a still greater number of species. A large collection 
of beautifully-executed drawings, illustrative of Mr. Agassiz’s labours, was 
exhibited. 

_ Wednesday, the 11th, Mr, Lyell, president, in the chair. The first commu- 
nication read contained an account, by Dr. Pingel, of Copenhagen, of the changes 
which have been noticed in the relative level of land and sea on the west coast of 
Greenland, between 60° and 65° N. lat. By these observations it appears, that 
there are at several points along this extensive range of coast, the remains of an- 
cient buildings, which are now more or less covered by the tide. The earliest re- 
corded observation was made by Arctander, between 1777 and 1779, on a small 
island in the Firth called Igalliko, On this island, then almost entirely submerged 
at spring tides, were the walls of a house; and when Dr. Pingel visited the place, 
half a century after, only the ruins rose above the water. Some notes by Captain 
Fitzroy, and communicated by Captain Beaufort, were then read, on the effects 
produced by the earthquake, in February last, on the currents of the coasts of 
Chili. A letter from Mr. Alison, of Valparaiso, to the president, gave an account 
of the destruction at that period of Conception, with the ports of Taleahuano and 
Maule ; and stated that the earthquake was felt to the southward in the Indian terri- 
tory, opposite the island of Chiloe, lat, 43°8'; and to the northward beyond 
Copiapo, lat. 27° 8’; at Mendoza, on the east side of the Andes; and bya ship, 
one hundred miles to the westward of Conception, It gave an account, also, of 
the effects of the earthquake at the island of Juan Fernandez, (three hundred miles 
from the coast,) where the sea, agitated in the same manner as at Talcahuano, first 
retired, then rushed over the land, and destroyed the houses belonging to the con- 
victs. Professor Sedgwick read extracts of letters addressed, by Mr, Darwin, to 
Professor Henslow. They referred principally to the writer's observations on the 
tertiary formations of Patagonia and Chili, and on the changes of level between 
land and sea, which he noticed in those countries. The letters contained, also, 
an account of his discovery of the remains of the Megatherium overa district of six 
hundred miles in extent to the southward of Bueynos Ayres; and a highly-important 
description of the geological structure of the pass of Uspallata, in the Andes, where 
he discovered alternations of vast tertiary and igneous formations, and the existence, 
in the former, of veins of true granite, and of gold, and other metals, 


Society or Arts.—The first meeting of the session 1835-6 was held on the 4th 
instant in the evening. Among the numerous communications which were reported 
and referred to the consideration of committees, were the following, from the Hon, 
the Directors of the East India Company :—a sample of cloth from Assam, made 
from the down of the silk-cotton (Bombax heptaphyllum ;) a fine sample of safflower 
from the same country ; and samples of fibre prepared from the leaf of the pine-apple, 
with netting made of the same ; also, from Ass»m, some extraordinarily beautiful spe- 
cimens of the natural lace from the inner bark of the lace-bark tree (Daphne Lagetto) 
of Jamaica, were sent by Mrs. Landelt. An elaborate set of models, representing 
the new series of weights and measures of Belgium, was sent by M. H. Van Toorn, 
Several new members were announced. The illustrations are restricted to eight 
this season, but they promise to be exceedingly interesting. The first is, “ On the 
use of Science in cases of extreme necessity,” by Dr. Ritchie ; there are two, we 
perceive, by Mr. Aiken, “ On the Antiquarian —— of Iron, and the Metal- 
lurgical History of the same Metal:” one by Brockedon, “On the uses of 
Caoutchouc ;”? and the others are almost of equal interest. 
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* MISCELLANEOUS, PHILOSOPHICAL, &c. 


Tris Mines 1x France.—Tin was not known to exist in any part of France till the 
year 1809, when it was discovered not far from Limoges, in the department of Haute 

ienne ; and in the year 1817, it was accidentally found in the south of Brittany, 
not far from the mouth of the river Loire. A marine officer, who had long been de- 
tained as a prisoner of war in England, and had been quartered in Cornwall, in the 
neighbourhood of the tin-mines, returned to his native town of Piriac, a small sea 
port of the department of the Lower Loire. Going out sea-fishing one day, and 
wanting some weights for his lines, he picked up a pebble on the shore, which ap- 
pearing to him unusually heavy, he took it home to compare with a piece of Cornish 
stream tin which he had brought from the place of his captivity, and found it to be 
the same substance. He gave notice of his discovery in the proper quarter, and M, 
Dufrenoy, now a distinguished French geologist, then a young aspirant of the 
School of Mines, was sent with another to investigate the matter, and the report 
they made shows a remarkable uniformity of structure between that part of Brittany 
and the tin district of Cornwall on the opposite side of the channel. 


New Hyprostatic Enorne.—-The Rev. J. Porter, of the Close, Salisbury, has, it 
is stated, discovered a hydrostatic engine, which, if it succeed, will vie with the 
astonishing power of steam. ‘The principle upon which it acts is the pressure of 
fluids, ‘The construction of the apparatus is simple, consisting of four cylinders, 
two of which act as pumps, the other two as working cylinders, each of them hav- 
ing proper pistons. The double-acting power (of the model) is put in motion by 
only twenty-five ounces of water, assisted by the lever. Some idea may be formed 
of the force of the pressure, when we say that, with the stroke of one of the cylin- 
ders of the piston, an ash bough, an inch and a half in diameter, was broken with 
the greatest ease. The reverend gentleman is very sanguine as to the ultimate suc- 
cess of his discovery, and affirms that a ship, laden with the usual freight, may take 
a trip to the East Indies and back, the engine requiring for its total supply not more 
than a half hogshead of spring water. 


Foss1t. Tree.—In the quarry from which stones are at present being taken for the 
new church erecting at the Miltoun of Balgonie, the quarryman lately discovered, 
what he at first sight supposed to be a great stone imbedded in the rock. As his 
operations proceeded, it shortly became apparent that this was a large fossil tree. It 
is lying nearly horizontal, and is as yet attached by about two-thirds of its circum- 
ference to the sandstone. It is about fifteen inches in diameter, and about seven feet 
of it are at present visible. As it tapers slowly to the outer end, the portion still un- 
discovered is probably considerable. It is wholly composed of white sandstone, 
similar to that in which it is imbedded. This quarry is remarkably rich in vegetable 
impressions, Casts or marks of palm trees are to be found in great beauty and 
abundance. 





Married.—At St. George’s, Hanover Square, 
Captain John ogy Doyle, second son of 
Major-General Sir Charles Doyle, to Lady 
Susan North, daughter of the Dowager Coun- 
tess, and of the late George Angustus, Earl of 
Guilford. 

At Marylebone Church, the Hon. Charles 
Lennox Butler, youngest son of the Right Hon. 
Lord Denboyne, to Eliza, only child and 
sole heiress of T. Lindsey Holland, Esq. 

At the Parish Charch of Ham, Surrey, Rt. 
Moorson, ag of the Scots Fusileer Guards, 
to Henrietta Frances, daughter of Lieut.-Gen. 
Sir Henry Cambell, K.C.B., and G.C.H., of 
Richmond Park. 


Died. —In Hanover Street, St. George’s, 
Lieutenant the Hon. John Forbes, of the 79th 
regiment, son of General Lord Forbes. 

At Hayle Cottage, near Maidstone, Theophi- 
las Jones, Esq-, Admiral of the White. — 

At Holmwood, the Countess of Antrim, last 
surviving daughter of the late Marquess of An- 
trim. 

At Donham Massey, in Cheshire, the Lord 
Grey of Groby. 

At Park Place, Paddington, Henry Hoghton, 
Commander, R.N. ; 

Wadham Locke, Esq., M.P. for Devizes, 
after a few days’ illness. 
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